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issue at this point the same way he does, but the items that he
discussed articulated the reason why I chanwed my view on this
14Gislation. Senator Poley is riGht. I «as in the troSlodyte
position wh er4 h4 f inds hims41f now S4v4L"al y4ats ago but my
mind was not like • piece of concrete which could not be
penetrated by evidence and information. When I saw the numbers
of people who were attacked one way or another, and their
property, because of what we have desiynated as hate crimes, I
realised that when there is an evil in society the job of
lawmakers is to f ashion leyislation aimed at eradicatinG or
addressinG that evil. When I became convinced that the evil was
there, I chanGed my positic n. hnd if you read some of t he
statements I made SGainst hate crimes leyislation, baseR on the
view people have of me, you would say he will never depart from
that position. Srothers and sisters, I don't care how sironyly
I advocate a position, if I become aware that I'm wronG, I'm not
interested in maintaininS a wronG position, I will chanGO in
what they call a New York minute, but based on new technology, •
nanosecond. Senator Poley and Senatoa Smith ask Guestions based
on what is in 4 peLson s mindg which indicates i and this is not
said pejoratively because it applies to most nonlawyers, they
don' t understand the cr iminal justice system. Gn less an
individual confesses to a crime, the vast majority of crimes are
handled on the basis of circumstantial evidence. Th ere is not
direct concrete evidence to show that this person committed the
crime. So what the courts have done down throuwh the eyes, even
b4for4 hmerica 'was 4 country was 'to determine 4 p4rson 4 motiv4
from the surroundinG circumstances associated with the act that
was committed. If...and the law makes these distinctions. If
Senator Priend and I Got into one of our cliscussions and I said
something that just Dade him snap, that I said h4 lov4d G4n4ral
Patton instead of havtnG properly Guoted him where he s aid
General Patton said he loves somethinG else, and it bothered him
so much that he ran over here and bashed me upside the head with
a book and I died, well, he would Get a reward, but let'4 say he
didn' t, they would clarye him with manslauwhter because that
would be an act committed upon a sudden Ipaarrel . Somethinw
happened that made him snap Th4 act was th4 sam4 an act of
homicide. The result obviously was the same. I died. Hut if I
made the comment and Senator Priend sat there like he is now but
he started twiddlinG his thumbs and he thouyht and h e t houwht
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