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You know something that is interesting, Senator Friend? You
will get a letter of the kind handed out by Senator Schrock,
from some law professor--if everything in the letter is as it
represents itself to be, and I'm going to say that it is--who
has a pride of authorship, because he wrote the language that
was accepted in Minnesota, so you know he's going to say that
everything is all right with it, that there have been no
problems. The people who supported putting that constitutional
amendment dealing with corporate farms are saying that there are

no problems with that, because they supported it. You have to
find objective people, those who are disinterested, have nothing
to gain by expressing an opinion. This is why when a person

comes to court and is presented as an expert, the court allows
the other side to question that individual very closely, to see
whether or not he or she is indeed worthy of being accorded the
status of an expert. Once you're given that status, you are
allowed to express opinions that ordinary citizens are not.
Your training, experience, and the other rfactors that go into
making you an expert, raises you a step higher when it comes to
testifying on certain actions in court than would be acccvrded
the ordinary citizen, or even a lawyer or a judge who is not an
expert. I'm not going to say I'm an expert on the constitution,
but I will say I'm a strong defender of it, and I will say I'm a
stronger defender of it than anybody on the floor. That does
not exclude the "Silver Fox," who has not been with us very
much, but I'm sure he has us in his prayers--because that's what
they always say when people are facing rough situations, and
I've been kind of roughing up my colleagues, I've been told. I
was pointing out why somebody situated as I am, as a black man,
would be such a ferocious defender of a constitution that 1
played no part in bringing into existence, in fact, a
constitution that contains a provision directed negatively
against me. Senator Friend, there is nobody who has achieved
that status in this state in its history, to have a
constitutional amendment not put to the public by angry
legislators, but originated by the people. The majority of the
people, white people in this state, are so afraid of me, or so
hate-filled toward me, that they amended their constitution to
attack me. Hard to be humble, hard to be modest, but I think I
manage both of those very well. Despite that negative slap at
me in the constitution, I have to try to uphold it, because the

8330



