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lanyuaye is brief, so it's easy for ne to fashion aaendnents.
But before I launch into • discussion of ny anendaent I want to
renind my collea9ues of sonethin9 that I took off their backs.
There were school teachers around the state who wanted a little
publicity, or "pub," as the athletes call it, and they would
encouraye their little children in the classroons to cone up
with sons iten that the state ouyht to n ame a s the o fficial
state this or that stones, sticks, buys, birds, rivers,
fish-and I Sot tired of children being acploited. So a bunch
of then went to a connittee to name the channel catfish as the
official state fish, and the Platte River as the official
Nebraska river, so I spoke ayainst both of these bills, and sons
of the people on the panel pretended to be outrayed and people
were just wonderiny how in the world can he do this to these
children who are encouraWed to participate in Wovernnent, and on
and o n. So I 1st t hen Wet throuyh, and then I explained
sonethiny to then and to the chronoloyical children also. We do
want children to participate in the Wovernnental process. I
explained to then that they had • senator to introduce a bill, a
public hearinS was convened, they were Given the opportunity to
testify and Wive their reasons in support, and they were as k ed
questions. Hut what they needed to understand is that there are
adults who are associated with the leSislatiny process and those
adults, which would not include all the senators because I scant
intellectually, those adults take seriously lawnakinW, and we do
not want our process or the statute books trivialiaed. So,
whereas it's Wood that the children cane and testified, they
need t o understand a very i mportant lesson that Woes along with
it. They are not Woiny to Wet everythiny that they ask for and
there are people who will tell then no and acplain why. Well,
the connittee advanced both of then. On the floor I had a field
day, and Guess what resulted fron it. I Sot the Legislature out
of the stick- and stone- and bird-naniny business. Instead of
the Leyislature haviny to waste its tine, the )ob was turned
over to the Governor, and any Governor who wanted to be s illy
enou9h and densen his or her office by naniny these various
itens and whatnot could do so. That' •what I t hink of t he
Leyislature as an institution and others, like Senator Kruse
pointed out, are cowards and they will Qo along and try to
cheese up to everybody to the detrinent of the Leyislature as an
institution and our processes of lawnakinw. On this sane score
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