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alternative was to trap them. And I think my brother probably
trapped and released at least eight possums last winter. And
the day that was really interesting was when he had a skunk in
his trap. Now, I wi ll tell you that these were live traps.
They weren't the clasp-type traps that some p eople think are
barbaric. I can tell you, we have, in the rural Nebraska, we
have a problem with the number of coyotes. And if you' ve ever
seen a coyote that has started eating on a calf before the calf
is dead, it's not very pleasant. Plus, it's an economic issue.
But I t hink we need to preserve the ability to trap coyotes if
necessary. There are a lot of coyotes. I know my sons shot
four of tham this fall. On the last pass — they were combining
corn — they flushed them out of the field, and the four c oyotes
were shot. I can go out at my house at night, open the door,
and you will find the coyotes howling at night. We have plenty
of predators. W e hav e to deal with them. I have had an
occasion where we' ve had beavers in the creek by my place that
we' ve had to h ave Game and Parks come in and trap them. And
they can be a real pest. So this co nstitutional amendment
probably would not be necessary. But there are forces working
against these time-honored traditions. Some states have tried
to ban trapping. And I think in those states, if they were
successful, they would have a real problem with such things liRe
bobcats. There s all kinds of things that you can run into a
problem. California banned the hunting of mountain lions.
Well, guess what, folks. They have a mountain lion problem in
California now. An d when mountain lions get displaced and get
hungry, they kill people. It's very rara, but it does...it has
happened. And so, Washington State is dealing with an issue
where some people who thinR they' re doing the right thing are
trying to ban trapping. And so we have a real battleground up
there. I would like to get out in front of this. I thinR the
people of the state of Nebraska would like to vote on it. This
constitutional amendment, by the w ay, i s e ndorsed by t he
Nebraska Farm Bureau, by the Nebraska Cattlemen, and the
Nebraska Game and Parks commissioners have passed a resolution
in favor of it. It is supported by most of the hunting and
fishing organisations of the state, like P heasants Forever,
Ducks Unlimited, you can just name it and go down the list and
they' re all in favor of it. They all have the fact that this
constitutional amendment is going to be up this year in their
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