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SENATOR CHANBERS: Ok a y .

SENATOR L OUDEN:
slaughter t he e .

SENATOR C HANBERS : Was Congress inf luenced b y the catt le
industry to def eat proposals that would keep downer cattle out
of the food supply? Was the cattle industry the driving force
for th at defeat by Congress of a proposal to keep downer cattle
out of the food supply?

SENATOR LOUDEN: You sean this last ruling that Pr esident B u sh
put into effect here a while back that downer cattle couldn't be
slaughtered? Is that what you' re referring to?

SENATOR CM BERS : No , where the Congress defeated a proposal.

SENATOR LOUDEN: Oh , several years ago?

SENATOR CM BERS : And very recently. Th ey did it twice.

SENATOR L OUDEN: I don't know what seyaent of the industry that
probably did that. A s far as I know, it wasn't on the pro ducer
side of the industry. W hether it was on some of the packer side
of it or whether it was on the iaport side of it,...

SENATOR CM BE RS : Tha t ' s w h y. .

.ey operation produces cattle, but we don' t

all I 's faa iliar with is what we did inSENATOR L OUDEN:
Nebraska.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Ok a y .

SENATOR LOUDEN: And the slaughterhouses in N ebr aska haven' t
accepted downer cattle for nearly four years out.

SENATOR CHANBERS: Who supervises that activity, to be sure that
no downer ca ttle aake it into slaughterhouses? Who supervises
that? Who watches it?

SENATOR LOUDEN: Well , usually it was w h e n y ou b r ou gh t t he
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