
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

May 30 , 2 00 3

(Applause ) An d n ow , f e l l ow Se n a t o r s , com e s t h e ha r d p a r t . I
haven' t re a l l y g o t t he r i gh t wo r d s , I d o n ' t t h i nk , f o r t h i s , b u t
I want to exp ress t o you that I have been so fortunate to be
part of what I think has been a very h istoric s e ssion of the
Nebraska Legislature. You all c ame into this session facing
tremendous challenges and a very high hill to try to climb. A nd
some of you pushed, some of you pulled, some o f you sug gested
that we nee ded to take a different route as we went along the
way, b u t , a l l i n a l l , y o u ea ch s e r v e d a v i t a l r o l e i n g e t t i ng
over th e h i l l or ge t t i n g t o t h e t op o f t h e h i l l . Th e wor k wa s
wel l d o n e , an d i t ' s n o t o n l y t h a t we g o t t h e wor k d on e b u t , i n
my v i e w, i t ' s t e r r i b l y i mp o r t a nt t h e wa y t ha t we d i d t h e wo r k .
To me, t h i s wa s a se ss i on t h a t wa s ab o u t p o l i cy mor e t h an i t wa s
about p o l i t i cs . I t wa s ab ou t comp r o m is e m o r e t h a n i t wa s ab o u t
conflict. There was a tremendous amount of give and take in
t hi s se s s i o n . Man y o f y ou d i d n o t ge t wh a t y ou wa n t e d o r o n l y a
portion of what you wanted. But for the greater good of getting
to the goal, which could be characterized as the top of the hill
i n s ome c a s e s , y ou we r e wi l l i ng t o s a cr i f i ce . An d t h e wa y t h a t
you did it was also very much noted. We had heated debate. We
had l e g i t i ma t e d i f f e r e n c e s o f op i n i o n , ve r y op p o s i t e v iews o n
g ive n b i l l s or a sp e c t s , whether they be budget b ills o r
nonbudge t - r e l a t e d b i l l s . Bu t I nev e r ce a s e t o ad mi r e t h e
respect that you showed for each other and for the process. Y ou
did not try to go around the process. You did not try to
belittle or embarrass those who were holding a n opposing vi ew
and that goe s a long way s . And th a t says a lot about the
Nebraska Unicameral Legislature. I don't think i t ' s like any
legislature in the country or, in that matter, for the world.
And you ' ve e x e mp l i f i ed wh a t m a k e s i t so d i f f e r e n t . I t ' s a v e r y
open process, a very honest process. We hide nothing. We have
our mee t i n g s i n t he p u b l i c . We i nv i t e t h e p r e s s i n t o re p o r t o n
what are very sensitive discussions in c ommittees a s we make
decisions. That 's not com mon. But that sty l e and that
tradition I think has been exemplary i n this session and so t h e
credit goes to you . I j ust happen to be privileged to be here
at t h i s poi n t i n t i me a nd g i v e n t he o p p o r t u n i ty t o t r y t o se r v e
as Speaker, but I do not in any way overestimate my role but I
give t h e c r e d i t t o y ou . And fo r t ha t I sa y t ha nk s a n d I would
like to see you give yourselves a round of applause. (Applause)
And that's a b out it. I do w ant to thank Senator Cudaback for
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