TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

May 28, 2003 LB 743

the majority of calls will be stopped, and then you add the FCC,
which Congress has ordered to establish rules and regs to solve
this problem, I suggest to you that the majority of calls will
be stopped. The calls that aren't going to be stopped are those
that are generated from...in our state, that are providing jobs
to our citizens. And when I was up here discussing the bill
earlier, somebody had said, hey, I heard that the majority of
calls that come into Nebraska come in from outside the state.
And I don't know if that's true or not. But the fact remains
that we have both the FPCC and the PTC, which, between the two
entities, control the majority of corporations and entities that
will make these calls. And both of these corporation...or,
excuse me, both of these commissions, the FCC and the FPTC, are
required by Congress to adopt rules and regs. One has to have
the rules and regs adopted by June...or, excuse me, July 1 of
this year, and the other by September 7 of 2003. So again, if
you think that we need another set of rules and regs and laws on
the books; we need an additional one and a half persons, and
maybe that means two; we need to expand government to solve a
problem that the federal government is going to, let's go ahead

and vote for the bill. But I recognize that the calls are a
problem. But I also suggest to you that we can solve the
problem by simply following the federal government's lead. I
don't know what the sense of the body is here. I have this

bracket motion up here. Obviously, it's almost seven o ‘'clock
on a late...on a night shortly before the end of the session.
I'm going to withdraw the bracket motion, and I'm going to see
what happens with the bill; see if Senator Smith can move it
across. Maybe the body doesn't want to do this. I don't know.
I'm not trying to be an obstructionist. I'm trying to say,
listen, let's step back, let's see if this is...if the federal
government .. .they've spent the time, they've spent our tax
dollars to implement a program. Let's see if it works. And
let's not squash an industry that's a vibrant, wvital industry
here in Nebraska. I wish that some of vou that had call centers
in your district would stand up and say what they have done for
your district. These call centers, they provide decent paying
jobs, they provide benefits. They revitalize communities.
Senator Cunningham, I know that we put one up there in Wausa.
Now, that's an inbound one, and I'm not suggesting otherwise.
But what has that done to your community? That's a call center.
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