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SENATOR CUDABACK: Your light is next, Senator Bourne. S enator
Bourne, your l i g h t i s n e x t.

SENATOR BOURNE : Thank yo u, Nr. President, members. I don ' t
k now, I guess, where the b ody is ...what t h ey' re thinking o n
this . I supp o s e we ' l l s ee onc e t he br a c k e t mo t i o n co m es u p. I t
seems to make sense to me that we just pass this over for the
year, see what goes on with the federal law, and go from t here.
I' ve got a l ot of i nf o r mat ion here th a t I coul d r ea d t o a.anybody,
or t e l l a ny bo d y t ha t wan t s . Bu t aga i n , I don ' t be l i ev e t ha t
this is necessary. We ' ve spent a lot of time trying to
eliminate programs in here this session, and we' ve not been very
successful, quite honestly. We closed a prison. And...but yet
we extended the dat e f o r th at . And so I ' m sur e t hat we ' l l
revisit that. And if you think about all the cuts that we made
this year, the majority of them were across-the-board cuts. We
didn't eliminate programs. We didn't stop things. And you all
know how hard it is, that once a p ro gram is in line...is
on-l i n e , how di f f i cu l t i t i s t o st op i t . I me a n , how m a ny o f
you had lobbyists come in when we were going to eliminate those
three commissions? And they went crazy, and tried to stop us
from eliminating those, tr ied to stop us from dow nsizing
government. And they w ere largely successful. I think we
e liminated one, and the other two are still here. We had the
smoking cessation program. And I know Senator Aguilar supported
t hat . And ye t wh a t w e d i d wa s , w e e l i mi n a t e d t h at p r og r a m a f e w
weeks ago. Senator Raikes had that a mendment. W e saved
$3 mil l i o n a y e a r. An d th e n t on i gh t we p ut t h e f un d ing back i n
at a minimum, so at least they can maintain their people. We
have not been successful at reducing the size of government, and
nobody can say that we have been. An d so I think for us to
implement a pr ogr a m t h a t is dupl i cat i ve , it ' s bi g go v e rnment,
it's unwarranted, I just don't s ee why we need to do that. Y o u
and I both know that we' re not going to be able to eliminate
this. Next year I know that Senator Smith has graciously agreed
t o put a d e l a yed e f f e c t i v e d a t e o n t h i s , a n d h e ' s g o i ng t o a l l o w
the charities to be exempted. And I appreciate t ho se
concessions . But aga i n, wha t hap p en s i f t hi s bi l l i s not
necessary? He wants to delay the effective date, I believe it' s
t i l l Aug ust 1 o f ne x t ye a r . But w e' d st i l l hav e t o come back
in. Say the federal government's plan works perfectly. Say
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