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Why have w e been taking it out of General Fund if you had this
money in that program and as important as it is? I guess I'm
just trying to figure out why we haven't been using this money
in t he past t o use fo r t he pr og r a m t h a t ap p e a rs t o m e t h a t i t
should b e i n t en d e d fo r . Bu t t ha t ' s n o t p r ob ab l y n o t a f a i r
quest i on . I j u s t want e d t o g e t a c l ear an s wer why we c o u l dn ' t
use tha t money t o cont i n ue t hi s pr og r am . I gue ss you ' ve
answered it. Appa rently, there is no slack in there that you
can pick up in order to continue this program on. And everybody
k nows our budget is tight. Nobody wants to give up an y mon ey .
I' ve been sitting here, watching and listening to this and
thinking I can't understand why we can't get, you know, $400,000
out of a program that's got $50 million in it.

SENATOR JENSEN: I f I cou l d wr i t e th e ch e c k pe r s o n a l l y , i f I
could wr i t e t h e ch e c k o u t o f t ho s e f u n d s , I ' d do t h a t . We ha v e
to go through the appropriation process.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Oh, you could do it. You just don't want t o.
(Laughter )

SENATOR JENSEN: T hank you for exam ining my to t al fun ds
but...and this was originally in the appropriations package, you
know. You got to realize this was in the appropriations package
until it got out here on the floor and...

SENATOR VRTISKA: I u n de r s t a nd t h a t , b u t I j u s t r e i t e r a t e my
question, is I do n't understand why a pr ogram that's so
effective and has its basis on the fact that we' re trying to
take the money from people who smoke to get other people to quit
smoking couldn't be used for that. Bu t you' ve given me an
answer and I guess I have to accept it, because if there is no
money t he r e, you can ' t get i t . I unde r s t a n d t ha t , so I j u st
wanted it clear in my mind why we couldn't use the money that I
think should be used and should have been used over the years to
address t h i s pr og r a m. But I don ' t wan t t o qu i z yo u an y f u r t her .
Unless you have anything you want to s ay, I'm going to
return...you can have any time if you want it.

SENATOR JENSEN: On l y t h a t I t h i n k t h a t we ca n car r y t h i s
program on. What w e need is to shore this up between now and
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