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Why have we been taking it out of General Fund if you had this
money 1in that program and as important as it is? I guess I'm
just trying to figure out why we haven't been using this money
in the past to use for the program that appears to me that it
should be intended for. But that's not probably not a fair

question. I just wanted to get a clear answer why we couldn't
use that money to continue this program. I guess you've
answered it. Apparently, there is no slack in there that you

can pick up in order to continue this program on. And everybody
knows our budget is tight. Nobody wants to give up any money.
I've been sitting here, watching and 1listening to this and
thinking I can't understand why we can't get, you know, $400,000
out of a program that's got $50 million in it.

SENATOR JENSEN: If I could write the check personally, if I
could write the check out of those funds, I'd do that. We have
to go through the appropriation process.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Oh, you could do it. You just don't want to.
(Laughter)

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you for examining my total funds
but...and this was originally in the appropriations package, you
know. You got to realize this was in the appropriations package
until it got out here on the floor and...

SENATOR VRTISKA: I understand that, but I just reiterate my
question, 1is I don't understand why a program that's so
effective and has its basis on the fact that we're trying to
take the money from people who smoke to get other people to quit

smoking couldn't be used for that. But you've given me an
answer and I guess I have to accept it, because if there is no
money there, you can't get it. I understand that, so I just

wanted it clear in my mind why we couldn't use the money that I
think should be used and should have been used over the years to
address this program. But I don't want to quiz you any further.
Unless you have anything you want to say, I'm going to
return.. .you can have any time if you want it.

SENATOR JENSEN: Only that I think that we can carry this
program on. What we need is to shore this up between now and
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