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j oi n i n a p l edge t o l ook at t he t ob a cc o s e t t l e ment d o l l a r s t o
see if we ca n f und this, if we can just keep this program
together , k e e p t h e s t a f f t ha t ar e th er e , t hat ar e d edi cat ed ,
that are working with minorities in Omaha and the various groups
across the state, as far as th at goes, on th ese smoking
programs. It has been a program that has worked in the past,
and if we do need to continue this program, then we are not
starting from scratch all over again. We got people that are
familiar with it, that are working with it, and we can continue.
Thank you .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Jensen. Senator Vrtiska.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the body.
I'd just like to ask Senator Jensen a question.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sen a t o r J e n se n .

SENATOR JENSEN: Ye s .

SENATOR VRTISKA: First of all, Senator Jensen, I would doubt
that there is anybody on this floor who doesn't agree that this
is a good program, and should be kept going. Ny question is,
why is i t so d i f f i cu l t t o ge t t he m o ney i n t o t h i s p r og r a m f r om
the tobacco fund immediately in or der to fund this program,
since it's so important and since that's where the money...those
are the people who are paying the money to try to get people to
qui t smo k i ng ? Why i s i t so di f f i cu l t t o ge t t hi s m o ney i nt o
that program and we wouldn't have this big problem?

SENATOR JENSEN: Because at this point in time, all of t hose
dollars are committed. We are funding $50 million a year from
the Tobacco Settlement Funds, and that is t otally committed.
Natte r of f ac t , we ' ve al wa y s st ay e d a l i t t l e be l ow t he
$50 million. This year we' re with maybe $100,000, m-ybe even
l ess t han t hat of t he $50 mi l l i on . Nex t year w e w i l l do a
reallocation of those dollars. You ' re absolutely right, it
should come from there. I t shouldn't come from General Fund.
This is just to hold it together.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Well, that was going to be my n ex t que stion.
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