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others. Senator Schimek, you're recognized.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker and members,
Mr. President and members. I rise in support of the motion to
return to Select, and I thank Senator Brashear for his research
and for the work he's done on this. His amendment actually does
meet some of my criteria and all along I felt that we needed to
have a limited number of casinos and it needed to be regulated
by the state. His amendment does that. I felt all along that
we should have some kind of a trust fund that would be...that
could be used for community improvement purposes, and I believe
the 1language in here may have been at my suggestion that we not
use the term "community betterment,* because that 1is confusing
with language that 1is already in the constitution, and that
"community improvement® really means that a community could
apply for grants to really use this in any way that would
improve their communities, primarily infrastructure, but there
might be other...other means or other uses for which the money
could be used. And then including the economic development
component has always been in the back of my mind. My only
hesitation in putting it in the constitution was that we were
always trying to keep the constitutional amendment as simple as
possible. I think Senator Smith has raised an excellent point
and I personally would like to see some amendatory language, the
more I think about it, if it is going to be a trust fund, that
we have some direct legislative regulation over that trust fund.
If we do instead, as Senator Chambers suggests, just take it out
of the constitution entirely, we could always come back, as 1
think we've always intended to do next year, with the enabling
legislation that sets out exactly how this money would be
disbursed and how it would be disbursed. We've, some of us who
worked on this issue for a long time, have always felt that we
ought not to dump this money into our General Funds; that this
ought not to be something that you come to depend on. Rather,
it should be used for specific one-time projects that could help
provide some relief to your General Fund budget but yet, at the
same time, would be a one-time expenditure; would not be
ongoing. Senator Chambers, I did have my staff look in the
constitution, do a word sz2arch. The only other trust fund that
we can find in the constitution is the Educational Lands and
Funds Trust Fund, so there is precedent for doing this, but
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