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others. Senator Schimek, you' re recognized.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Yes , than k you , Nr . Speaker and members,
Nr. President and members. I rise in support of the motion to
return to Select, and I thank Senator Brashear for his research
and for the work he's done on this. His amendment actually does
meet some of my c r i t e r i a an d a l l al on g I f e l t t hat we n e e ded t o
have a l imited number of casinos and it needed to be regulated
by the state. His amendment does that. I f elt all along that
we s h o u l d hav e som e ki n d o f a t r u st f und t ha t wot . ld be . . . t ha t
could be used for community improvement purposes, and I believe
the language in here may have been at my suggestion that we not
use the t e r m 'community bet t e r me n t , ' be ca u s e t ha t i s conf us i ng
with l angu ag e t ha t i s al r e a dy i n t he cons t i t ut i on , a nd t ha t
'community improv<ment' re a l l y mean s t hat a comm unity coul d
apply for grants to really use this in any way that would
improve their communities, primarily infrastructure, bu t the re
might be oth e r ...other means or other uses for which the money
could be used. And then including the economic development
component ha s a lw ays been in the ba ck of my mind. Ny only
hesitation in putting it in the constitution was t hat we were
always t r y i n g t o k e e p t h e c onst i t u t i o na l a mendment as si m p le a s
possible . I t hi nk S e nator Smith has r a i sed a n exc e l l e n t poi nt
and I personally would like to see some amendatory language, the
more I think about it, if it is going to be a trust fund, that
we have some direct legislative regulation over that trust fund.
If we do instead, as Senator Chambers suggests, just take it out
o f the constitution entirely, we could always come back, as I
think we' ve always intended to do next year, with the enabling
legislation that sets out exactly how t his money would be
disbursed and how it would be disbursed. We' ve, some of us who
worked on t h i s i s sue f o r a lo ng t i me , ha v e a l w ays f e l t t hat we
ought not to dump this money into our General Funds; that this
ought not to be something that you come to depend on. Rather,
it should be used for specific one-time projects that could help
provide s o me re l i e f to you r Ge n era l Fu nd budget but y e t , at t he
same time, would be a one-time expenditure; would not b e
ongoing. Senat or Cha mbers , I d i d hav e my s t a f f l o o k i n t he
consti tu t i on , d o a w ord se a rc h . The onl y ot h e r t r us t f un d t hat
we c an f i nd i n t he con s t i t u t i on i s t he Edu c a t i on a l Land s a n d
Funds Trust Fund, so there is p recedent fo r doing this , but
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