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appreciate the dialogue and the opportunity to discuss the
issue, but 1I...one of my primary concerns is the establishment
of this Nebraska Future Trust Fund and in the state
constitution. And I say this because of how we've been beat up
by constituency groups over trust funds and how they're used,
how they're established, how they're funded, and how the
Legislature or the folks see the Legislature's hands being tied.
But so far I'm not aware of other trust funds that exist in the
constitution, but I have great reservation when the constitution
locks 1in the exclusive spending of the proceeds by an appointed
body, an exclusive. I mean on page 4, 1line 1 says, shall be
appropriated exclusively to the Nebraska Trust Fund to be
governed by this committee. Now they're appointed by the
Governor and confirmed by the Legislature, but I would believe
that conventional wisdom would say that the authority by the
Legislature would not be a great amount here. When we look at
the issue, I mean it says, on the ballot language, are you...do
you want six licensed casino structures, and then recognize the
rights of Indian tribes relating to casino gambling? 1'd 1like
to know how many beyond six licensed casinos there would be and
other issues. But when we hear about the numbers and gambling
already in Nebraska because of keno, because of pickle cards,
because of whatever other games there are, the lottery, Yyes,
gambling we already do have in Nebraska, and I ask the question
why do we want more when research shows that it would bring
about a greater expense than the revenue it would generate? And
when we look at charitable gaming, casino and others, you don't
see the same impact on society as the slot machines, and I
believe that this is what it is about with the advent of the
slot machines. And I understand that Iowa has some pending
legislation and there's pending legislation all over the country
that I don't believe we should react to here in Nebraska. And
it might have priority status, but even priority status here 1in
Nebraska does not make it a sure thing. And I look...I look...I
thought automatically because I have to say that Senator
Brashear did get my attention when he pointed out that they
could come into Abbott Drive in Omaha and still be in Iowa, and
nothing we can do will prevent that. Say we did put something
on the Nebraska side and Iowa wanted to compete more heavily
than they already are. They'll do that. I think that's
reality. I can't see us preventing Iowa from putting a casino.
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