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the history, you find that every time the people have been asked
i f t h e y wou l d l i ke t o b e a l l o we d t o d o a p a r t i cu l a r f o r m o f
gambling guess what their answer has been ? Yes , by popul ar
vote . Bu t we do n ' t h av e g am b l i n g? Ke no c a m e i n , i n 19 8 6 , an d
in 2002 we did $177 million of wagering on keno, d o wn slightly
from its pe a k of $209 million in 1995. And t hen, of course,
there's the state lottery That was an issue in a gubernatorial
campaign. We don't have gambling, but we had th e issue in a
gubernatorial campaign and the people overwhelmingly adopted a
state lottery in 1992. The state owns it, th e state ope rates
it. Seven ty-five m i llion d o llars per year is wagered on the
state lottery; over $675 million has been wagered on the lottery
since its inception; and over 11 years we' ve been happy to t ake
$178 million o f lot tery p r oceeds an d spend th em for and on
b ehalf of the benefit of the people of the state of Nebraska a s
it re l a t e s t o t h e e n v i r o nme nt an d i n n o va t i o n f u nd s . An d t h en
there's other charitable gambling. In 2002, $68 million wagered
in Nebraska on p ic kle cards, bu t we don 't hav e gamb l ing;
$17 mi l l i on on b i ng o ; $ 5 mi l l i o n o n c h a r i t a b l e r a f f l e s , b u t n o
gambling in Nebraska. But when you get d one tot aling it up ,
i t ' s $ 340 mi l l i on wag e r e d on ga mb l i n g i n N e b r a ska e v er y y e a r ,
$ 340 mi l l i o n . So o v e r t h e l a s t 10 y e a r s , a l mo s t $4 b i l l i o n ,
$4 billion was wagered on charitable gambling, keno, bingo,
pickle cards, raffles, and the state lottery, all in Nebraska.
And t hen we have the Nebraskans who gamble in I owa.
Council Bluffs casinos rank number 18 in the nation. T hey h ad
$358 million of adjusted gross receipts in 2001, $358 million.
It is estimated by reliable, informed consulting sources that
68 percent of the Iowa casino revenues come from Nebraska. That
means N ebraskans a re wag ering another $2 50 million in
Counci l B lu f f s . So s i nce 199 6, t hat mea ns Nebr a s k an s hav e
wagered $1 . 2 billion i n Cou ncil Bluffs an d the Iowa We st
Foundat i o n h as t a ke n $ 1 0 0 m i l l i on o f t h a t mo n e y a nd d i sp en s e d i t
for its public projects. Now the thing that clinched it for me,
I t h i n k y o u a l l kno w wha t ' s h a p pen ing n a t i o n a l l y wi t h gam b li n g .
Oh, by the way, as long as I' ve been living in Omaha, Nebraska,
I' ve been told that Omaha specifically, and Nebraska g enerally,
was one of the bookmaking capitals of the world. We do not have
a raid on a bookie every week or every month or every year, and
I ca n o n l y t e l l y ou t h a t t h e re a so n I t h i n k t h a t d o e s n ' t h a pp e n
is because it's accepted and because nobody cares, and so that' s
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