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the history, you find that every time the people have been asked
if they would 1like to be allowed to do a particular form of
gambling guess what their answer has been? Yes, by popular
vote. But we don't have gambling? Keno came in, in 1986, and
in 2002 we did $177 million of wagering on keno, down slightly
from its peak of $209 million in 1995. And then, of course,
there's the state lottery. That was an issue in a gubernatorial
campaign. We don't have gambling, but we had the 1issue in a
gubernatorial campaign and the people overwhelmingly adopted a
state lottery in 1992. The state owns it, the state operates
it. Seventy-five million dollars per year is wagered on the
state lottery; over $675 million has been wagered on the lottery
since its inception; and over 11 years we've been happy to take
$178 million of 1lottery proceeds and spend them for and on
behalf of the benefit of the people of the state of Nebraska as
it relates to the environment and innovation funds. And then
there's other charitable gambling. 1In 2002, $68 million wagered
in Nebraska on pickle cards, but we don't have gambling;
$17 million on bingo; $5 million on charitable raffles, but no
gambling in Nebraska. But when you get done totaling it |up,
it's $340 million wagered on gambling in Nebraska every year,
$340 million. So over the last 10 years, almost $4 billion,
$4 billion was wagered on charitable gambling, keno, bingo,
pickle cards, raffles, and the state lottery, all in Nebraska.
And then we have the Nebraskans who gamble in Iowa.
Council Bluffs casinos rank number 18 in the nation. They had
$358 million of adjusted gross receipts in 2001, $358 million.
It is estimated by reliable, informed consulting sources that
68 percent of the Iowa casino revenues come from Nebraska. That
means Nebraskans are wagering another $250 million in
Council Bluffs. So since 1996, that means Nebraskans have
wagered $1.2 billion in Council Bluffs and the 1Iowa West
Foundation has taken $100 million of that money and dispensed it
for its public projects. Now the thing that clinched it for me,
I think you all know what's happening nationally with gambling.
Oh, by the way, as long as I've been living in Omaha, Nebraska,
I've been told that Omaha specifically, and Nebraska generally,
was one of the bookmaking capitals of the world. We do not have
a raid on a bookie every week or every month or every year, and
I can only tell you that the reason I think that doesn't happen
is because it's accepted and because nobody cares, and so that's
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