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come. I have always been one of those who has taken what I call
a defens iv e p o s t u r e i n t he b o d y when i t co mes t o g a mbl i ng , a n d I
h ave sai d I ' m n o t f o r i t , I 'm not i nt er es t e d i n i t , I don ' t wan t
it, we don't have it, so whatever, and that's not irresponsible.
I g u es s I ' l l t ake a mome n t t o exp l ai n . You kno w , I t h i nk
sometimes outside the body people don't understand you can play
defense a number of ways. You can talk and vote no. You can
not t a l k a n d v o t e n o. You can not t al k , no t vot e , not be
present and you' re voting no, because it takes offense to do
something here. So what I'm doing today is changing from the
defens e t o t h e o f f e n se , a nd I ' l l t e l l y ou wh y . Ove r t i me ,
people keep saying to me, we don't want gambling, and I ha ve
been known to say I 'm not in favor of gambling, I don't want
gambling. I have twice this morning reread the Hans Christian
Andersen story, The Emperor's New Clothes. If you haven' t...I'd
love to ha v e t e t ime to rea t . It 's a delightful little
s tory . I t hi nk you a l l r eca l l t he pu n c h l i n e . We ha v e g ambl i n g
in Nebraska. I don't understand why we don't think we have
g ambl in g i n Ne b r a s k a . I d o n ' t k n ow w h a t I t h i nk I ' m p r e v en t i n g .
In the 1920s, we started parimutuel horse racing. In 1935, the
p eople voted on it and they approved it. A k -S ar-Ben opened i n
1920. Ag Park beg an horse racinq in Columbus in 1942; horse
racing in Lincoln at the State Fair Park in 1950s; Former Park
opened in 1954. We have been gambling at those sites ever since
they opened. We hav e gambling in Nebraska. During the 1950s
and sixties, Nebraska had a regional monopoly on parimutuel
horse racing and t he gambling associated with it. I t was
considered to be a huge tourist attraction in Nebraska. At its
peak in 1984, Ak-Sar-Ben was one of the ten largest racetracks
in the United States. There was over $250 million wagered there
each year, and $12 million flowed to the coffers of the state of
Nebraska and we profited in our General Fund from gambling
r evenues. N o w I ' m t h e o n e , I adm i t , I ' m t he o n e who d i d n ' t hav e
it in focus. In 2002, the r e wer e $6.3 million gambled at
Columbus; $18.9 million gambled at Lincoln at the State Fair
Park; $19 .4 million gamb led at G rand Isl and at Form er;
$ 3.7 million wagered at A to kad Pa r k in Sou t h S ioux C it y ,
simulcas t i n g onl y ; and $ 6 5 m i l l i on at Ho r s emen's Pa rk in Om aha,
s imulcasting only. That's a total of $113 million wagered an d
gambled in Neb raska, and we don't have gambling? Then there' s
keno. You know, one of the interesting things when you review
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