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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 622 , 7 58M ay 28 , 20 0 3

underl y i n g bi l l i n i t s cur r e n t f or m. But I wou l d r ea c h ou t t o
the argument made by S enator Mines that there are small-town
cities in Nebraska who will not get the advantage of LB 758, and
who will have fewer means because of the operation of the
a mendment to LB 6 22. And h e re's what the amendment says. O f
the overage, after we' ve done equalization, we' ll do $300,000 on
a per capita basis to the cities that don't have s ales tax.
What does that mean? T hat means, of the 12 percent of city or
urban or town or village dwellers that don't have a sales tax,
spread out over probably 400 cceanunities, or 370 communities,
they would distribute on a per capita basis about 300,000 bucks,
w hich is about the share they would have gotten anyway from t h e
program. Now , who's not going to get a benefit? L incoln,
Omaha, first class cities, people that are getting the sales tax
now. They' re not going to get any benefits. T h ey' re going to
be minus the res tricted fund. But that's in LB 622 as it is
now. I go t t o say t hat at t he poi nt a t wh i ch , i f I hear d
Senator Vrtiska right, and it might have been Senator Stuthman,
I'm not sure, who said, gosh, if we do anything for the cities
we' re going to have to do something for the counties...I guess
it was Senator Jones. Thank you. I got to tell you, I'm not
starting an auction here. This is meant to be the last attempt
to try to find something in the middle that we could live with,
not the first. And in fact, at the point that I thought Senator
Jones or Senator Vrtiska would be successful by going back into
the aid packages for counties, I'd probably just take a gun out
and blow my head off right here, and we'd all be done, and that
would be the end of this amendment. But maybe you wan t tha t .
Who knows? I wi ll tell you this. Senator Wehrbein signed on
the amendment, Senator Mines has signed on the amendment, and
Senator Raikes has signed on the amendment. It's meant to be a
good faith attempt to respond to a legitimate argument, with
limited means, leaving the vast majority of this money where it
should be, which is in our General Fund and our Cash Reserve,
but $300,000 for small-town Nebraska, that doesn't have a sales
tax, that doesn't get the benefits of LB 758. Yes or no , I ' ll
l i v e wi t h wh a t e ve r y o u wa n t . I t ' s a n a t t em pt t o f i nd a mi d d l e
g round. Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Landis. Y ou' ve heard the
o pening o n t h e mo t i o n t o r e t u r n L B 62 2 f o r a sp e c i f i c ame n dment .
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