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a ddi t i o n a l b u d g e t au t h o r i t y t h r o u gh t h a t r o u t e . So I j u s t
t hought I wou l d make t hose p o in t s . I t h i nk t hat , agai n , i n
terms of managing the state's fiscal resources, in terms of
d ealin g e f f ec t i ve l y wi t h ai d pr og r ams and t r y i n g t o a cc ompl i s h
the purposes in an efficient manner, we are far better off to
leave LB 622 as it is curr ently d r afted than to make the
c hange. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR RAIKES: . ..that would be proposed in Senator . ~nssen's
amendment . Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Raikes and Senator Engel.
Senato r V r t i sk a

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the body.
I just wanted to let the body know I stand shoulder to shoulder
wit h B r o t h e r J o n e s o n h i s i d e a o f i n c l u d i ng co u n t i e s . I f we ' r e
going to start talking about peeling away and taking money and
putting it ba ck in to these counties and cities and et cetera,
t hen I t h i n k we ne e d t o i n c l u d e t h em a l l . Be ca u s e e v e r y b od y
here knows that cou nties h ave taken a b ig hit too. And I
suspect probably we ought to talk about putting some money b a ck
in the K -1 2 system, and maybe university, and maybe the state
colleges. You know, it could go on an d on . I know that ' s
getting a little off track, because that's not what we' re
talking about . Bu t the iss ue here .. .I' ve lis tened to
this...these arguments, and I understand there's enough pain for
everybody.. to g o a ro und for everybody, but I think we have to
r ecognize . . . and I . . . . t h er e , I ' m a l s o su pp o r t i v e , o f cou r s e , o f
Senator Landis' i dea. I don 't know if he's going to make an
amendment o f i t o r no t . Bu t I t h i nk i t ' s t h e r i gh t way t o g o ,
simply because it ' s ..those a re the ones tha t real ly are
suf f e r i n g t h e h a r d e s t o u t o f t h i s wh o l e i s su e , t ha t do n ' t h a v e
any sa l e s t ax . So I ' m go i ng t o c o n t i n ue t o l i s t e n . Bu t I j u s t
wanted to put up the warning that w e are in the p roc ess of
p repar in g an a m endment t o i nc l u d e t h e c o u n t i e s . And i f we ha v e
t o go t h a t di r ec t i o n , t he n t ha t ' s w h a t w e h av e t o do . And I
k now s ome o f y o u a r e n o t goi n g t o be i n f av o r o f t hat , but som e
of you aren't in favor of this either. So we' ll just have to
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