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SENATOR MINES : Thank you, Mr. President, colleagues. We did
make a decision as a body on the Raikes am endment an d it
wasn' t...everybody wasn't on board, and I don't believe it was
t he r i g h t de c i s i o n . I d o n ' t k no w h o w t o ag a i n . . . I gu e s s I k n ow
h ow t o r e s t a t e i t a g a i n , a n d I wi l l . T he c i t i e s h av e b e e n h i t
i n t h e g ut mo r e t h an o n ce An d t h i s i s s i mp l y t h e l a s t t i me
t ha t t h ey ca n t ak e t ha t h i t . As we ' v e a l r e a dy t a l k e d a b ou t ,
over and over, they' ve taken unprecedented cuts. Now , I ag re e
t ha t c ou n t i e s h a v e t a k en cu t s t oo . I f t h a t we r e o n t h e f l oo r ,
I ' d a r g u e i n f av o r o f t h a t o n e . Wh e n yo u t a l k ab o u t l oc a l
government and shi fting.. .I' ve heard on this floor all session
t hat i t ' s be e n ou r ch a r g e f or q u i t e so me t i me t o l e s se n t h e
burden on taxpa yers as far as the ir prop erty ta x es are
c oncern ed . I c a n t e l l y ou wh a t we ' r e d o i ng wi t h t he LB 6 2 2 .
We' re sending t hat right...those taxes right back to the local
government, local cities, local counties. A nd prop erty ta xes
are going to increase, spe cifically in those 400 cities that
only represent 12 percent of the population. And Senator Landis
indicated that it's going to be hard on them. A nd I wonder h ow
many o f t h o se 4 0 0 c i t i e s ar e i n e a c h a n d e v e r y on e o f yo u r
d is t r i ct s . I k n ow I ' v e go t t h r e e o f t h e m t h a t d o n ' t ha v e s a l e s
tax. And I can promise they' re going to..

. they ' r e u p ag a i n s t
the levy. I'm not sure what they' re going to d o. The total
amount o f the fund s to eac h of the se citi es ma y no t b e
tremendous. But I can tell yo u th at ev e n eno ugh money to
purchase a lawn m owe r in some of these cities is a big deal.
Many of these little villages just don't have the funds, nor do
they have the ability to capture more funds. And any amount of
help we can give them is greatly appreciated. Please re member
t ha t ev e n t h e l a r g e r c i t i e s t h a t d o h a v e t he a b i l i t y t o
recapture are still under that 2.5 percent spending lid. So any
amount o f r e v en u e u p a nd ov e r t ha t do e s n ' t g et sp e n t . I t g e t s
sent back a n d applied to property tax. And frankly, we' re not
seeing...as a whole, our sa les are fla t . Sale s a re not
i nc r e a s i n g . An d I ' m ce r t a i n a nd am c on v i n c e d t h a t xn t h i s ne x t
biennium cities and counties are going to be back b ecause t h ey
can't make it. Thank you, Nr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Mines. Senator Raikes, on
the motion to re turn for sp ecif ic amendment, LB 622 .
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