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equalization formula resulted in a greater benef'.t to the
smaller cities. A nd I got to tell you, the...we met with a
group of cities yesterday, Kearney and Lincoln and Omaha.
There' s no mon e y t hat ' s be i ng h i dd e n o r r at hol e d . I n f ac t ,
sales tax revenues are f lat. I th ink L inc oln's s a les tax
revenues are up a bit . But Oma ha's are down, even after
w e' ve...the last half-cent sales tax increase. Their sales t a x
revenues are down about a half a percent. Sales tax are flat
a l l o v e r Ne b r a s k a . I t h i n k we a l l u n de r s t a n d t h e e co n om i c
condition that we' re in. And so any opportunity to enhance
revenues is flat at best. It's true that the 1 29 of the 532
cities and villages in Nebraska have a local option sales tax.
And they should receive...I think we' re projecting a bout
$16 million more, due to the limited expansion of that sales tax
on services. H owever, in most cities, again, the sales tax is
f la t o r dec l i ni n g. Ma n y c i t i es a re r ep o r t i n g t h a t ev e n w i t h t he
expansion, they' ve not seen an increase in their sales tax
r eceip t s . By t he w a y , sal e s t a x do l l ar s , i n f a ct , a r e un d e r t he
l id . They ' r e no t out s i d e t he l i d . And t he s e t a x dol l a r s ar e
restricted funds . A nd everyo ne recalls that we have a
2.5 percent cap, or l id, on spending. And consequently, any
additional sales tax revenue would go to lowering property tax.
It isn't s pent . It 's not taken outside the lid. I t's put on
a. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR MINES: . . . p r oper t y t a x r e l i ef . So I wou l d , aga i n ,
thank Senator Janssen for the time. I would urge the members of
this body to supp ort the amendment. And thank you very much,
Mr. P r e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Mines and Senator Janssen.
You' ve heard the opening on the motion to return LB 622 for a
specific amendment. Open f o r discussion on that motion.
Senators wishing to speak are Senators M ines, Ra ikes. L a ndis,
Schimek, Johnson, Jones, and Hartnett. Senator Mines waives his
opportunity. Senator Raikes, on the motion to return.

SENATOR RAIKES: Thank you , Mr. President and members of the
Legislature. This is an issue we have discussed. We discussed
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