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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 48 , 6 0 8M ay 28 , 2 00 3

r est o f m y t i m e t o t he Ch a i r . T ha nk y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Baker. Senator Bromm, on
advancement .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Mr. President. I f eel like I need to
e xplain a couple of votes here. I voted to s u spend th e ru l es
because I think th e manner in which Senator Chambers has gone
about this is very common in the way t hat we have app roached
things that wo uld p op up late in the sess ion lik e thi s
previously A nd the right way to do it is the way it wa s don e
is to suspend the rules and allow the amendment to go forward.
And so I voted for the rule suspension. I voted aga inst the
adoption of the am endment, an d I w ill vo te against th e
a dvancement o f t he b i l l , and I nee d t o e x pl a i n t ha t . I wa sn ' t
at the meeting, but I' ve heard enough about it that I certainly
take my colleagues' words for it. And I don't think this t hing
has been ha ndled wel l from the sta ndpoint of the executive
branch. The bottom line, however, for me is what i s best for
rural development? It is a tough nut to crack. When you are
firing on all cylinders, it is a tough nut to crack. We have
passed bills in the past and repealed them because they didn' t
do any good or there was no appreciable help demonstrated by the
bills that were passed. So we' ve done away with programs. This
year on LB 608 I have to say that I had extr emely g o od
cooperation from the director of the Department of Economic
D evelopment and I trust what he was telling me i s what h e
believed. And we put together the best suggestion that the
m inds that were involved with it could come up w ith, and he
seemed extremely willing to work with that process. And he
defended the idea, I t hink, in being que stioned pr etty
extensively about i t . He su p por ted i t st r o n g ly . Wh e n t h i s f l ap
d eveloped, I f e l t som e ob l i g a t i on , p e r haps because of t h e r o l e
as Speaker, to try to bring people together, if there was an
answer. And we tried that, and the Governor suggested that we
go ahead and appropriate $5 0 , 0 00 a y e ar f o r ea c h o f t h e ne x t t wo
years so the comnission could...and then the Department of
Economic Development would use that money to contract with the
c ommission f o r r ur a l de v e l o p ment w o r k . And he a l so p l e d g e d t ha t
he would i n s t r uct h i s p e ople i n t h e r u r a l econ omic de v e l opment
section of DED to try to work more closely with the commission
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