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b ody. I wi l l be vot i ng t o sus p end t h e r u l e s . I be l i eve w e h a v e
a s i t uat i on her e t hat t hi ng s have d e v e l o ped w i t h i n t he l as t
month t ha t w e h a d no t a n t i c i pa t e d i n Ja n u a ry. I be l i eve t he
Rural Development Conmission has always acted in good faith.
According to what happened last year in their October meeting,
decided t ha t t h e y w o u l d p u r sue a 5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 ) i n Jan u a ry , a n d t o be
t aken o ut of t he s t at ut e . We di d al l o f t hose t h i n g s i n go o d
f ai t h . I di d want t o shar e wi t h you what t he dut i es and
r espons i b i l i t i e s o f t h e Ru r a l De ve l o p men t C o mmi s s io n . Th ey a r e
e nt i r e l y d i f f e r e n t t ha n wh a t t h e r u r a l . . . i n wha t t h e Dep a r t m e n t
o f Eco n o mi c De ve l o p me nt . As h a s b e en s t a t e d b e f o r e , t h e i r
v i s i o n i s d i f f e r en t . Th e i r g o a l s a r e d i f f e r e n t . Th ey ar e mo r e
of a grass-roots organization working in communities across the
state. They have a grass-roots membership primarily of peop l e
t ha t co n t r i bu t e t h e i r t i me an d e n e r g y t o wo r k o n i n i t i a t i v e s
t hat h a p p e n i n t he i r coam u n i t i e s . On e o f t h e t h i ng s t ha t t h e
c onmiss i o n . . .the com m ission sha ll advoc ate a nd rec omnend
programs that encourage r egional c ooperation and economic
d evelopment initiatives i n ru ra l Neb raska. Aga in , a muc h
different goal than what the Department of Economic Development.
They are to focus their attention and increase state awareness
of the opportunities and needs of rural Nebraska. They advocate
for rural Ne braska by proposing solutions to rural challenges.
They strengthen coaanunities' sustainability and growth. They
s t i mu l a t e r u r a l d e ve l op m en t i n no v a t i o n a n d f o st e r i n f o r ma t i o n
transfer to and from and within rural Nebraska, and the youth
have become an important part of the commission. It's also been
stated, what exactly have they done? I' ve got a list of things;
t ha t t h e c omm i s s i o n h a s e s t ab l i sh ed t h e Ne b r a sk a C o m nun i ty
Poundation that now manages in partnership with local leaders
working in com nunities across the state. I have over
$16 mi l l i o n at t ac hed t o t h a t co mmunit y f o u n d a t i o n , t h a t t he y a r e
doing p r o j e c t s w i t h i n t he st at e . They a l so i n i t i at ed t he
Nebraska Nicroenterprise Partnership Fund that over the last
four years has documented the development of over 3, 700 jobs
statewide. Again, sometimes I d on't think we put enough
emphasis on keeping the businesses that we h ave in r ural
Nebraska . I t ' s n o t a l way s t h a t i mp o r t a n t t o b r i ng t ha t ne w
business in, but it's important to retain the businesses that we
have out there, and then grow those businesses. And that is one
o f t h e t h i ng s . Le t ' s a l l . . . I me an a nd l e t ' s f a ce i t , t h ey h av e
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