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businesses. They help support rural development. They bring
people to the table that haven't been brought to the table. So
I am open to Senator Schimek's criticism of this how...who gets
appointed, but we need to make sure that the structure is there
so tha t t he y ' re i nde p endent, a t l ea s t som ewhat i n d e pendent, and
they f i t wi t hi n t he f ed e r a l gu i de l i ne s . I suppo r t t he C h ambers
clarification amendment and the Chambers amendment.

SENATOR CVDABACK: Thank you, Senator Connealy. Senator B a ker,
on the Chambers amendment to the amendment.

SENATOR BAKER: T h ank you, President Cudaback and members. I 'm
a rural senator, very rural. I'm going to o p pose thi s who le
scenar i o he r e a n d I ' l l t e l l y o u wh y . I h a v e a d ea r f r i en d wh o
heads t h e R u r al De ve l o p men t Co m m i s s io n , a f o r me r c on s t i t u en t
from Holbrook, good fellow. It sounds a little bit like he is a
bit hesitant h e re, from what Senator Schimek said, about even
trying to do this. They' re independent. I think the flap c ame
about over a grant issue. I' ve not talked to him. If he's out
t here , I ' m g o i n g t o t r y a nd r u n h i m d ow n . Bu t I o p po se t h i s
whole thing . I ' ve wor ked extensively with the Department of
Economic Development on an ethanol project out in m y d istrict.
I' ll be h o nest with you They ' ve been most helpful. They' ve
spent a l o t o f t i me , e f f o r t , mo ne y . We ' v e l a n d ed t h e p r o j e c t .
It's being built as I speak today, and they' ve done an excellent
job. That 's thr ough the Department of Economic Development.
T hey' re out there and they' re working; they' re doing their jo b
and they' re doing it wel l. Wha t we' re trying to do here is
dilute the effort. We' re not trying to consolidate our effort.
We' re going to say , oh , DED is doi ng one thing, the Rural
Development Commission is out here doing another, and we d i lute
our e f f o r t s . Wh a t we n e ed t o b e do i ng i s co n s o l i da t i n g ou r
e f f o r t s , n o t d i l u t i n g t hem . An d t h a t ' s j u s t ex a ct l y wha t we ' r e
doing , w e ' r e d i l u t i n g t hem b y t r y i n g t o p a s s t h i s b i l l . I t h i n k
it's false hope. To be honest with you, it never occurred to me
to talk to the Rural Development Commission when working on the
e thano l p r o j e c t o u t t h e r e . May b e I sh ou l d ha v e . Bu t I t h i n k b y
saying , w el l , we ' r e g o i ng t o r e e st ab l i s h t h i s a s a s t a t e ag e n c y ,
it's a disservice to rural Nebraska. The people are ou t the re
now to help us in rural Nebraska. The programs are there. The
personnel is there. We ' ve worked on a comm unity d e velopment
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