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think has to change to reflect how the rural development reacts
to federal funding. Under the current guidelines, you can't be
a state entity appointed just by the Governor. It has to be
appointed by a br oad base of constituencies, and that's the
reason why the change in this section. I f we reinstitute the
Rural Development Commission in state law that has to be changed
so that they can, then, represent Nebraska. I f the state is
represented by another entity, by th e Depa rtment of Econ omic
Development, or some other entity as the Governor would set up,
it will have to have this kind of setup also. Otherwise, we
will not hav e a stru cture t hat sets up so you can get those
federal funds. Under the current rural development structure in
the federal government, this is what has to happen. Y ou know, I
don't have a problem with who those people are, per se, but h ow
they are selected. T hat was one of the, as I understand it, one
o f t h e c on f l i c t s b e t we e n t h e Ru r a l Dev e l o p men t C o m n i s s i o n an d
t he a d mi n i s t r a t i o n w as t h a t t h e a dm i n i s t r a t i o n wa n t e d t o mak e
sure that they appointed them all. I d on't think that they can
d o t h a t . I t h i nk t h a t un d e r t h e s t r u c t u r e o f a f e de r a l l aw t ha t
we have to have a broad-based selection process. The Gove r nor
c an se l e c t some , bu t t h e y ca n ' t b e j u s t i n t h e a dmi n i s t r a t i on .
There is a difference in philosophy, and that was brought out a
little bit at the meet ing that was alluded to. There is a
perception, if not a reality, that we tend to do very, very good
work on big projects and our economic development knows h ow to
do. . . knows , i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h i n g s l i k e a t t r a c t i ng t h e
Distribution Center for Wal-Nart in North Platte. Those kind of
things are done an d they' re done well, b ut ru ra l economic
development is broader than that. R ural economic development as
practiced by the Rural Devel opment C ommission is more
complicated. It works with small businesses. There is some
c omments in the med i a and in the press th at the Rura l
Development Co m miss i o n i s go o d a t h a v i ng me e t i n g s a n d l i t t l e
e lse . I wo u l d l i k e t o b e , f o r o ne , sa y t ha t t h e Ru r a l
Development Commission has accomplished a tremendous amount in
its existence We have t he Neb raska Community Development
Foundation that has some over 14 0 communities have developed
f ounda t i o n s t o h e l p t h e ms e l v e s g r o w b e ca u s e o f t he Ru r a l
Development Commission. That was started by t h em. There is
$ 64 mi l l i o n i n f u n d s n o w t o de v e l o p c o mmun i ti e s an d co mmun i t y
projects because of this commission. They help sta r t sma ll
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