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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 48 , 9 2M ay 28 , 2 0 0 3

Senator S t u h r .

SENATOR STUHR : Thank you , Mr . President and members of the
body. I'd like to express my thanks to Senator Brashear a nd t o
Senator Chambers for their involvement in this issue. Senator
Chambers has given you a very good background on what...and some
i nformation on what has t a ken p l a ce . I wou l d l i ke t o j ust add
some additional background. As you recall last year, in 2002,
it was reconmended that funding be removed from the Rural
Development Commission. As a body, we approved this proposal as
part of our budget cuts. The commission then decided to move
forward as a nonprofit organization. And this year I introduced
LB 92 to officially remove the Rural Development Commission from
statute. All of you should have the blue sheet in front of you
and I would just like to r ead, this is an excerpt from the
Governor's budget recommendations: Commission to Pur sue
Nonprofit Structure - - I n an e f f or t t o c om p l y w i t h t he n e w S ta t e
Rural Development Council requirements being implemented by the
U SDA, the Nebra ska Rural Deve l opment Coaanission vo te d
unanimously a t its October 16, 2 0 02, me eting to pu rsue a
nonprofi t 5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 ) st r u c t u re , a n d t o r e c ommend t h e r epe a l of
the state st atutes r e lative to the Nebraska commission in the
u pcoming Ninety-Eighth Legislature, First Regular Session. A n d
consequently then, the conmission did not submit a budget
request. The Governor recomnends accepting the commission's
decision. The idea behind this move was to make it easier for
the comnission to apply for a fe deral grant through USDA,
National Rural Development Partnership, and be designated the
State Rural Development Council . I have ser v ed as a n e x o f f i ci o
member of the commission as one of two senators appointed v tne
Governor. The Rural Development Co mmission h as ~or ked
d il i gent l y o n t h e i r p r o posal f o r t h e l a s t ye a r . The a p p l i c a t i o n
was due April 21. S ince, I believe, it was several weeks bef ire
that application was due that they became aware that the
Governor's Policy Research Office was also going to submit a
proposal. The development commission's application is over
100 pages in l e n gt h and t hey have many l e t t e r s o f s u pport . I t
is my understanding that two applications were sent. Nebraska
i s only . . . t h e o n l y s t a t e o u t o f 39 st a t e s where m o r e t han one
applicat io n was sub m i t t e d. Upon be i ng not i f i ed of t h i s
situa t i o n , I d i d me e t wi t h t he Gov e r n or i n an a t t empt t o d i s cus s
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