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representing such interests shall nominate individuals for
membership.' That language is too wide-open and vague, so on
line 21, after the word ' shal l , ' we woul d i nser t t he wor d
'each.' That woul d me a n th at ea ch of these entities shall
n ominate. Then we strike the word 'individuals' in line ~2 a n d
i nser t t h e t wo wo r d s 'one person.' Then th is is how the
language would read in lines 21 and 22: E n tities representing
such interests s hall each nominate one person for membership.
And that makes it clear that these entities that ar e discussed
in t he l i nes i mm e d i a t e l y pr ec e d i n g t h i s l ang u a ge w i l l eac h be
able to send one member to the commission. When this matter was
discussed at an earlier time on the floor, some of the senators
who attended that meeting mentioned how it transpired. And I
will not go into detail because they can speak for themselves if
they choose to. But I have maintained down through the years
that the Legislature, as an institution, must insist on respect
and cons ide r a t i o n b a sed on what i t i s we do as an i ns t i t ut i on .
We enac t l aw s. We f orm u l a t e p o l i c y . Tod a y w e w i l l put on t he
fast track proposed legislation that will become a law that will
reinstate a policy. Let me tell you why I think there i s som e
j u i c e b e h i n d t h i s e f f o r t . A Demo c r a t , wh o i s i n t h e
U.S. Senate, provided the necessary vote by bolting his party to
g ive t h e Pr e si de nt a t ax cu t t ha t h e wa n t e d . Wi t h t h i s
Democrat's vote, the Senate was split 50 votes to 50, if I read
the newspaper correctly. A gentleman came out of hiding from an
undisclosed location, many people thought he had expired, and
c ast the dec iding v o te, V ic e President C h eney . The V ic e
President is the Chairperson or the President of the Senate, and
in cases of ties is enabled and allowed and authorized under the
U .S. Const i t ut i on t o ca st t he dec i di ng vot e . Peop l e don ' t
discuss this, but whatever state the Vice President hails from
is given in effect three votes in the U.S. Senate. Every state
has two senators which constitute two votes. The Vice President
gives that state, from which he hails or she, if we ever have a
female Vice President, a third vote. In addition to that, th is
U.S. Senator has contacted the U.S. Department of Agriculture on
behalf o f the eff ort that is being put forth here to make it
c lear t h a t t he s e t y p e s o f op e r a t i o n s s h o u l d b e s u p p o r t ed , gi ven
assistance a t the fede ral le vel . A nd w e all know that
politicians at no level do things based s t rictly o n alt ruism.
For my "quid' that I offer, I expect to receive that 'pro quo.'
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