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SENATOR TYSON: Le t my time run, and I' ll talk wit h Sen ator
Bourne for a half a minute. It appears that he may be correct
on this. Mr. Speaker, it appears that there is a drafting
problem. And therefore I would ask that this be withdrawn, and
I ' l l t r y i t aga i n i n t he r i ght t i me .

SPEAKER BROMM: It i s withdrawn. Tha n k you , Sen ator Ty son.
Mr. Clerk, do we have anything further on the bill?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Synowiecki would move to amend.
(AM2104, Legislative Journal page 2059.)

SPEAKER BROMM: Senator Synowiecki, you' re recognized to open on
your amendment.

SENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, members. Kind o f
along the same lines as Senator Beutler was attempting to offset
sections of LB 759, the revenue package, with funds from the
federal economic stimulus package that we will be r eceiving,
$ 108 mi l l i o n . I n ow am a t t em pt i ng t o ame n d w i t h r eg a r d t o t h e
r econstruction labor portion of LB 759. The successfulness o f
r evi t a l i za t i o n e f f o r t s t hr o u ghout a l l our ol de r nei g h b o r hoods i s
in large part dependent on the updating of older dwellings. A
major ob s t a c l e i n acc oaanodating t h i s i s a l a ck of cap i t a l t o
undertake such projects. Adding this additional tax on all the
reconstruction efforts in Omaha and all other areas would
further diminish the possibility of undertaking these much
needed reconstruction projects. I think in terms of stimulus of
the economy, this one makes most...the most sense. T his makes
the most sense. We ' re going to t ake away the tax, the
disincentive to rehabilitate homes, to provid e for
r econst ru c t i o n pr oj ec t s . I n t erms o f . . . t o be par a l l e l , i f you
w il l , wi t h t he f ed e r a l i nt e n t o f t h i s r el i ef pac k ag e t h a t w e a re
receiving, I think it is fitting and very appropriate that we
use t he s e f u n d s t o di sc o n t i n u e t h e d i s i nc e n t i v e o f con s t r u c t i on
projects. I think it makes entire sense to adopt my amendment
to do away with the tax on reconstruction labor. Again, as I' ve
said m any times, it i s a tax I fee l s trongly that is
disproportionate to moderate- to low- income ho meowners,
particularly, in my district, as well, with landlords needing
r ehab i l i t a t i on o f t h e h om e s. I t ' s n o t b e i n g do n e n o w . An d t o
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