
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE
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discussion on that amendment, Senator Landis, followed by
Senator s B e u tl er an d Je n s e n .

SENATOR LANDIS: Thank you , Senator Cudaback, members of the
L egi s l a t u r e . Th i s i s t h e b eg i n n i ng o f a s e t o f t h r ee
amendments. All share one basic idea that says, look, we' ve got
some money that's come to us by the federal government, over
$100 million, and believe me, we' ve got use for it. And by the
way, we do. We do have use for it. The first one...well, the
two that Senator Beutler offers are, I think, to o ffset the
income t a x in c r ea s e , . . . t ha t w as . . . t hat ' s on e o f t hem. . .a n d t h e n
to see to it that we don't have to go deeper than the 3 percent
unive r s i t y cu t , I t h i n k , i s t he ot h e r o n e . Th e n Sen a t o r
S ynowiecki has a th ird one, which is, let's not do th e
construction tax base change of LB 759, but instead not do that,
and use this money instead. Her e's my thought on all three.
Let's keep the money. Let's just keep the money for a wh ile.
Because you know what, we' re going to spend it. We' re going to
need to s p e nd i t . Apr i l re cei pt s ar e down abou t $20 mi l l i on .
The best chance we have not to have...or, if there is a special
session, the best chance we have, either to see to it that we
don't have a s pecial session, or that we have a response when
special session comes, is to keep this pot of money in one place
in the Cash Reserve Fund. T o m e, it's the best chance of
avoid in g a spec i al sess i o n a n d g e t t i n g t hr o ug h t h e re s t of t he
budget cycle. April, down $20 million. There's some concern
about the Nay re ceipts. We may wind up needing this money
s imply f o r bu d g e t a r y s h o r t f al l s based on dec l i n i ng r ece i p t s .
And if that's the case, I don't want to make a decision today,
whether it is the income tax, whether it's the university at
3 percent, or whether it's construction labor. All three, I
think, are deserving, sensible, appropriate things to do when we
got t h e money . I ' d hol d on t o t he cas h . That ' s m y p o in t . And
I'm going to put my light on maybe to call the question every
now and then. But in fact, I'm teaching tonight a t 6 :00 , and
I 'm hoping that we can t ake at least a couple of amendments
before , s a y , o h , 5: 30 on t h i s bi l l . Let me c l ose b y t e l l i ng you
what's in LB 283 now. The bill itself has two basic ideas in
it, and that's all. L iquor tax with an E clause, so we raise
$1 mi l l i o n ; es t at e t ax , i ns t ead of go i ng t o t he f eder a l
government, staying with us, E clause, and that will give us
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