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the implication in the newscast was that I was happy about the
budget and, by implication I suppose, happy about the tax bill
and the tax increases, and I would like to say fo r the rec o rd
e mphatica l l y t hat I am not happy . I ' m sat i s f i ed , pe r h a p s ;
sat i s f i e d w i t h t he A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Commit te e wo rk , sat i s f i ed w i t h
t he qua l i t y of deb a t e , a n d s a t i s f i ed o v e r a l l , over a l l , wi t h t he
budget, and sat isfied w ith t h e Revenue Committee's work and,
yes, Senator Raikes, even with the Education Committee's work.
But that do esn't m ea n I 'm hap py. I wou ld rather not have
amended the budget with the proposal to c lose the Lincoln
Correctional Center. I would rather not have had the taxes on
construction, Senator Synowiecki. But I would have rather had,
say, an i nco me t a x t h a n a l l t he l i t t l e f ee s a n d k i n d s o f t h i ngs
that were imposed this year. I would rather have it based on
the ab i l i t y of peo p l e t o pa y . Bu t I ' m a l so l ong - s e r v i n g e n ough,
I guess, t o kno w that sometimes you can't have it all and, as
you a l l kn o w, t he r e h a s t o b e a l o t o f g i v e a n d t ak e i n h e r e .
But Senator Nines' comments reminded me, especially his comments
about campaign p r omises, r eminded m e of a story that I heard
r ecently that Governor Huckabee of Arkansas told, and I 'd kin d
o f l i k e t o r e l ay i t t o y o u . He wa s t e l l i n g ab o ut a p o l i t i c i a n
who died and he had gone to the Pearly Gates and Saint Peter had
been there to meet him and welcomed him and said, you know, and
now I ' d l i ke t o t ake y o u o n a l i t t l e t ou r , and h e sa i d I wou l d
like to take you down to hell and then back up to heaven and
have you decide which place you'd like to go. And t he
politician said fine. And so they got in the elevator and went
down to hell and they looked around and the politician was
absolut e l y a s to u nded . I t was gr ee n , i t wa s beau t i f u l , t her e
were golf courses, everybody was happy, and he just couldn' t
believe it. He thought, well, if this is what hell is l ike,
what is heaven going to be like? Well, they went upstairs and
they went...they went all around heaven and they found that it
was beautiful and that it was very calming and that there was a
lot of music and it was a very wonderful place. And the
pol i t i c i an . . . or Sa i nt Pet er sa i d t o t he po l i t i c i an , n o w where
would you like to s pend the rest of y our time? And the
politician thought and he said, well, I said...I never thought I
would s ay t h i s , bu t I t h i n k I wo u l d l i ke t o g o t o he l l . And
Sain t P et e r s a i d t o h i m, f i n e , a n d i t wa s do n e , a n d h e we n t b a ck
down the elevator and knocked on the door and it was opened and
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