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the implication in the newscast was that I was happy about the
budget and, by implication I suppose, happy about the tax bill
and the tax increases, and I would like to say for the record
emphatically that I am not happy. I'm satisfied, perhaps;
satisfied with the Appropriations Committee work, satisfied with
the quality of debate, and satisfied overall, overall, with the
budget, and satisfied with the Revenue Committee's work and,
yes, Senator Raikes, even with the Education Committee's work.

But that doesn't mean I'm happy. I would rather not have
amended the budget with the proposal to close the Lincoln
Correctional Center. I would rather not have had the taxes on

construction, Senator Synowiecki. But I would have rather had,
say, an income tax than all the little fees and kinds of things
that were imposed this year. I would rather have it based on
the ability of people to pay. But I'm also long-serving enough,
I guess, to know that sometimes you can't have it all and, as
you all know, there has to be a lot of give and take in here.
But Senator Mines' comments reminded me, especially his comments
about campaign promises, reminded me of a story that I heard
recently that Governor Huckabee of Arkansas told, and I'd kind
of 1like to relay it to you. He was telling about a politician
who died and he had gone to the Pearly Gates and Saint Peter had
been there to meet him and welcomed him and said, you know, and
now I'd 1like to take you on a little tour, and he said I would
like to take you down to hell and then back up to heaven and
have you decide which place you'd 1like to go. And the
politician said fine. And so they got in the elevator and went
down to hell and they 1looked around and the politician was
absolutely astounded. It was green, it was beautiful, there
were golf courses, everybody was happy, and he just couldn't
believe it. He thought, well, if this is what hell is 1like,
what is heaven going to be like? Well, they went upstairs and
they went...they went all around heaven and they found that it
was beautiful and that it was very calming and that there was a
lot of music and it was a very wonderful place. And the
politician...or Saint Peter said to the politician, now where
would you 1like to spend the rest of your time? And the
politician thought and he said, well, I said...I never thought I
would say this, but I think I would like to go to hell. And
Saint Peter said to him, fine, and it was done, and he went back
down the elevator and knocked on the door and it was opened and
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