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L B 48 , 7 5 9Nay 27 , 2 0 0 3

teachers, a thi rd of the time or half of the time per teacher,
and j u st t o be abl e t o pr eser v e t he sc h o o l . And i t i s ve ry ,
very t o ugh ou t t he r e . And I wou l d t e l l you t hat I , you kn ow , I
read Senator Jensen's sheet that he handed out on schools and I
believe an awful lot of t hat, th at's on the sheet , b ut it
doesn't tell you that in Nebraska we have higher ACT scores and
higher standardized test scores. We hav e higher graduation
rates, an d esp ecially in rural Nebraska we have higher
graduation rates. So I think it's important that we p reserve
those schools, an d not on ly for the bene fit of education.
They' re great schools. But we' re to the place in o ur history
now, because of technology, we can do things in rural Nebraska
t hat wer en ' t . . . i t was n o t ava i l ab l e t o us bef o r e . And i f we get
rid of those schools at this point in t ime, you can forget
economic development out there. It is never going to happen.
We' re coming up with LB 48, the R u ral De velopment C ommission.
It doesn't ma tter how much money we t hrow into rural
development . I f we ' v e l o s t t he sch o o l s we ' ve l o s t i t al l . So
that's my number one reason for supporting tax increases this
y ear . No w I , l i k e ma n y o t h e r s , be l i ev e t h a t t h e r e ' s a l o t o f
cutting that can be d one. We have a long ways to go. With
higher ed and t he uni ve r s i t y sy st em i n par t i cul ar , I ' m
supporting the lower cuts to them this year, but I'm on record
with t h em, and most o f y o u or a l o t of you pr ob a b ly wi l l t e l l me
I'm crazy, but I don't believe they can take huge cuts the way
t hey' re t r y i ng t o cut ve r t i ca l l y . Bu t I bel i eve h or i z o n t a ll y ,
with tenured faculty, there's a lot of room for cuts. There's a
lot of waste in the system, and I'm on record with them a s
saying next year, if somebody doesn't go in and try to get that
waste, I won't be supporting the university next year, and now
I'm saying it publicly. I' ve said it to them. I'm saying it to
you. I t's out there. Somebody better try to get at that waste
because we need to cut spending. Comes to corrections, I don' t
like doing what we had to do with Senator Pedersen's amendment,
but I don ' t t hi nk i t ' s dan g e r ous e i t h e r , a n d i t ' s am a zed me . I t
has absolu t e l y a mazed me a t t h e l et t er s a n d e -m a i l s t hat I ' ve
seen that have done to me and have come to other people that
t hey s t a r t o ut by t e l l i ng us h o w c r a z y w e ar e f or e l i mi nat i ng
that prison, and then they go on to about how you' ve got to cut,
cut , cu t , cut ; you can ' t r ai se t axe s ; yo u ' ve go t t o c ut and
you' ve got to...you' ve got to listen to us. Well, it appears to
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