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such thing as a free lunch. If you want a lower rate then you
have to have a broader base. But we have worked through all of
those arguments. You have been extremely patient and d iligent.
We have worked through all of those issues. We' ve all lost some
and won som e and we ' ve come here today to do our duty, which
is...I had to laugh over the weekend. You know, we' re not like
the federal government. We c an't float a loan and then talk
about how good we d i d . I t ' s re a l l y qu i t e an an o maly i f you st op
to think about it. We have to balance and we have b a lanced as
best we collectively know how. There are no smoke and mirrors.
It ' s r ea l . Do we h a v e more work t o do ? Absol u t e l y . Do I t h i nk
we' ll be forced to do more work? You know how to read the out
biennium just as well as I do. That 's the sadness of today,
it's not that we' re going to do what we' re called upon to do and
what is our duty to do, is that this is not the last time we' re
going to have to do it. I urge your careful consideration as
you h a v e ca r ef u l l y cons i d e r e d a l l o f t h i s t h r oug h ou t t he
session . I t h i nk we ' ve done our wo rk ve r y di l i gen t l y . I
r espect f u l l y su g g es t t h a t w e o v e r r i d e a n d move f o r w a rd . Thank
you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y ou , Se n a t o r Br a s h e a r . You ' v e h ea r d
the opening of the motion to override the Governor's veto. Open
for discussion on that motion. S enators Cunningham, Naxwell,
Schimek, Synowiecki, Louden, Brown, and Senator Don Pederson
wish speaking to speak. Senator Cunningham.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members. I
j ust t h o ugh t I wo u l d br i ef l y s t a n d u p a n d g i v e y o u s ome of t he
reasons for my override votes today. Obviously, I voted for the
last one and plan on voting for the next two. And I never in my
wildest dreams thought I w ould be standing here today doing
this, but it became apparent to me very early on that to get the
kind of cuts we needed to balance the budget it was going to
come out o f education. And the schools in rural Nebraska are
s t r u g g l i n g, a n d t he y ' r e st r u gg l i n g b i g t i me . I me an , we ' r e n o t
trying to preserve tennis courts or swimming pools or soccer
teams for the most part or softball teams. We' re just trying to
stay open, and they are struggling. Ny sch ools have been
eliminating programs. They ' ve been riffing teachers. O n e
school, in particular, has gone so far we' ve had to rif partial
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