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the money fo r the 4-H kids at the State Fair. That's all been
taken away too. And I think extension is going to be talked
about next. So that's my big concern, if we have to go back and
start cutting some more. And some way or another, we' re going
t o h a v e t o g e t o n t op o f t h i s . Be c au se j u s t l i k e I s a i d
earlier, this...we' re headed for a train wreck the way i t is
r i gh t no w . Bu t f o r t h i s t i me , I t h i n k I ' m go i ng t o su p po r t t he
o verr i d e s o w e ca n move on . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Jones. Senator Re dfield,
followed by Senator Landis.

SENATOR REDFIELD: Thank you , Nr . President, members of the
body. When we adjourn sine die, the hard work will not stop.
The hard work will just shift, because in fact the citizens of
N ebraska face hard choices day after day. T hey are fa ced w it h
the same cost increases that we have looked at here during our
session . W h e n t h e y l o o k a t t he cos t s t h a t o ur ag e n c i e s f a c e i n
p ersonnel , i n hea l t h car e , i n u t i l i t i es , sup p l i e s , t he y s t r ug g l e
wit h t ho s e e v e r y s i ng l e d a y . The y ' v e s e en t he i r h e a t i ng b i l l s
go up. They' ve seen their gasoline go up. They have seen their
health care insurance premiums go up. They' ve seen their
prescription drug costs go up. They have seen the fees go up
for every state agency that they cash fund. W hat they haven' t
seen go up is their paychecks. In fact. sometimes they' ve seen
t hem go down, w i t h l ayo f f s , wi t h cu t s , j us t t o ma i n t a i n a j ob ,
and with reduced hours. Because if you look at the monthly
reports, as I do, from our Department of Labor, you will notice
that while we u sed to lead the nation in the number of hours
worked per week , t h e n u mber o f h o u r s h a v e d e c r e ased, b e c ause ou r
b usinesses and our factories don't have overtime to give to
their workers. The y' re lucky to find enough to do with the
orders that they put out. And so somehow or other, our citizens
wil l h a ve t o f i nd a wa y t o ma k e t h o se ha r d ch o i ce s . Wh a t wi l l
it be? Wh at will it be that they cannot purchase? If I could
get the picture out of my mind of p eople struggling between
choices o f basic necessities, it would be easy for me to vote
f or t h i s b u dg e t . I t ' s t h e f i r s t t i me I h a ve n o t v o t e d f o r a
budget since I ' ve been here. But I can't get that picture out
o f my m i n d . i f I t ho u g h t t ha t p e op l e j u s t h a d m a d m o ne y s t u f f e d
u nder t he i r ma t t r e s s e s t h a t t h ey d i dn ' t n e e d , i t wou l d b e ea sy

7801


