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are competitive systems. The anti-tax groups are not all wrong.
Pol i t i c i an s wi l l sp e n d t h e mo n e y i f y o u g i v e i t t o t h em. L o o k
at what happened in this Chamber in the nineties. We need to do
bet te r t oo . I ' m g o i n g t o v o t e fo r t h e o v e r r i de . As y o u c a n
s ee, . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Ti me .

SENATOR J OH N SON: . . . we s t i l l h a ve a l o t o f wo r k t o d o . T ha n k
Qou.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Johnson. Sena tor N i nes,
followed by Senators Br own, La rdis, J o nes, a nd Red f ield.
Senato r Ni n e s .

SENATOR NINES: Thank you, Mr. President, colleagues. F or what
it's worth, I ente red th is body in January with conservative
f i s ca l v a l u e s . An d I b e l i e ve I s t i l l h av e t h o se c on se r v a t i v e
fiscal values. I cam paigned on less government. I campaigned
on less spending. And two out of three vot ers ch ose me ,
primarily because of that reason. N ost of my supporters, and
most of my colleagues. . .or, my constituents, believe that s tate
government spends too much money. I believed that then, and I
believe it now. I believe that state government d oes in fact
have room for cuts in spending. However, I did sit through the
debate in this body, listened intently, participated when it was
appropriate, and o ften b it my lip as I listened to
appropriations and revenue proposals. And I learned. And I
believe I spent time understanding the budget and understanding
the way this process works. B ecause this is a process. It' s
n ot a p r e t t y p r o ce s s , b u t i t ' s o u r p r o c e ss . Gi v e n t he
c i r c u ms t a n ce s t h a t t h i s b o d y w as p r e se n t e d wi t h , I b e l i e v e t h a t
we did good work. I believe that we arrived at the best b udget
that we could, g i ven those circumstances. Is i t a perfect
budget? Absolutely not. Is it a budget that I would draw up
myself? It is n ot. Bu t it 's the best product that this body
could d e l i ve r , a n d I ' m g o i n g t o su p p or t t hat pr od u c t . I wi l l
not apologize to anyone for my decision to s ~pport this budget.
And I w i l l not apo l o g i z e t o an y one f o r t he body ' s dec i s i on t o
deliver this budget. I will not apologize for the work we have
done this year. I will not sustain the Governor's vetoes . I
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