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t ha t Se n a t o r J e n s e n h as c o m e t o , I t h i n k t h a t t h i s i s ab o u t t h e
b est t h a t we ca n d o . I t o o l o ok b a ck o v e r t h e f o u r ma j o r a r ea s
that t h i s b o dy re al l y nee d s t o co n t e n d wi t h . What has t hi s
L egi s l a t u r e a c c omp l i sh e d? We l l , i n K - 12 , we s l o we d t h e
t rans i t i o n a way f r o m p r ope r t y t ax e s , b u t w e ' r e s t i l l head i n g i n
t hat di r ec t i o n. Pub l i c scho o l s i n N e b r a ska a r e e x c e l l en t . I
think that we are something in the neighborhood of either second
or third in the country in people that graduate from high
s chool. And I think that they get a good education. O u r
teacher pay, we hear, is poor, forty-seventh i n the coun try.
But our administrative expenses are in the range of fifth. We
can do better. How about Health and Human Services? As Senator
Jensen mentioned, they' ve gone up 1,500 percent since 1978. But
we' ve made some progress this last year; 23,000 people were
t aken o f f o f t h e r o l l s . Th e He a l t h an d H u man S e r v i c e s C o mmi t te e
came pretty close to following the Governor's blueprint as to
what we did. We have begun massive changes away from the
centra l i z e d me n t a l heal t h , t o l oca l pr og r am s. We need t o
continue this. We have slowed the cost of medications. What do
we need to do yet? We need to further reduce the numbers. We
n eed t o p u t i n i n c en t i v e s s o t h at t h e p a t i e n t s do t he r i g h t
things to save money. H ere's a little interesting thing to
remember. If y ou' re a girl and you want to end up on poverty,
here's the choice. You have three things. If you graduate from
high school, get married after 20, and have a baby after 20, you
stand only a 7 percent chance of ending up on '.he poverty rolls.
Break all three r ules, and it's a 77 percent chance. Prisons .
Senator Pedersen has spoke eloquently about this, and I won't go
f ur t h e r , o t h e r t h a n t o men t i on t h a t I d e v i a t e d f r om t he
G overnor's proposal in that he recomnended that we h ave an
i ncrease o f $32 million for our prisons, and at the same time
decreasing the budget to...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR J OHNSON: ...the university $ 130 mi l l i o n . Hi g h e r
educat io n has got t en a l ot of suppor t f r om me . Bu t l as t
session, its budget was cut. It was cut in the special session.
And it was cut again this year. But higher education can become
more e f f i c i e n t . We h av e co r n l n i t y co l l eg e s , s t a t e c o l l e g e s , a nd
the university system. They are not an integrated system. They
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