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p roud o f wh a t t h i s Le g i s l a t u r e h a s d o n e t h i s s e ss i o n . And i f i t
shoul d a l l g o u p i n smo k e , wh i ch I d o n ' t t h i n k i t wi l l , I wou l d
still be proud, because of the tremendous effort that has been
put forth, the compromising, the consideration for not only each
other, but t h e time that it takes to do these things. I think
the process that you have exhibited has b een com nendable. I
support t h e o v e r r i d e , a n d I wi l l supp o r t t he ne x t t w o , cer t a i n l y
n ot be c a us e I ' m wi l d ab o u t w ha t we ' r e d o i n g . But I t h i nk w h a t
we' re do ing i s a pr ud en t t hi n g t o d o . I t may n ot be pol i t i cal l y
popular , b u t i t ' s pr ud en t a n d i t ' s t he r i g ht t hi ng t o do wi t h
responsibilities that li e before us. And to have to ask 30 or
more of us to do this is certainly heavy lifting. And I'm
r eminded o f a st o r y t h a t on e o f ou r e s t e eme d c o l l e ag u e s t o l d me
once. A n d i t pr ob a b l y w a s n ' t on t he f l oo r . I t was pr obab l y
s ometime w he n we wer e s i t t i ng ar ou n d t a l k i n g a b ou t w ha t h a d
happened. A n d I wi l l gi ve hi m c r e d i t f or t he st or y when I ' m
done with it . But he told me about a house that had to be
moved, and there was no feasible way to move it. I t w a s v e ry
heavy and very large, and no way to get a machine in to move it.
And the house owner had a son who had gone to school in Kansas
to become an architect. And he came home on a break , a nd he
told his dad, he said, I think we can move that house. And his
dad said , w e l l , ho w ar e we g o i n g t o do t hat ? He sai d , wel l ,
f i r s t of al l , we ' ve g o t t o bu i l d a f r am e a r o und t h e h o u se , s o
that there are handles around the entire house. An d he sa id,
t hen we go t t o ge t . . .o h , he sai d , I f i gu r e m a ybe 70 , maybe 80 o f
our neighbors and our friends. And he said, I' ve calculated the
pounds a n d t he wei ght of t he ho u se , a n d i f we g e t at l east 70
people who can lift 70 pounds, he said, and the handles are
placed properly, we c an move the house. S o they built the
f rame, and t h e f o u n d t h e 7 0 p e o p l e o r m o r e. I t hi nk he sai d
they actually wound up with many more than that. Many came just
for cur i os i t y . They cou l dn ' t bel i ev e t hi s cou l d b e do n e . Bu t
they got the frame built, they all t ook a hold, a nd they
a ctual l y l i f t ed t he ho u s e o f f of i t ' s f oun d a t i o n . They o n l y ha d
t o m ov e i t a f ew f eet t o t he n e w f o u nda t i o n , a n d t h e y d i d i t .
And I t h i n k . . . I t h o ug ht o f t h a t s t o r y whe n we s t a r t e d g e t t i ng
i nt o s om e o f t he v e r y , v e r y d i f f i cu l t de c i s i o n s t h a t we k ne w w e
c ould not do with 20 people or 25 people. It became obvious w e
h ad t o ha v e 3 0 o r . . .
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