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P edersen .

SENATOR Dw . PEDERSEN: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislature. Fir st of a l l, I want to d itt o what Sen ator
Wehrbein said . Bu t I w ant to get just a couple minutes of my
time to try to straighten out some of the spin that's been pu t
on c l o s i n g t h e L i n co l n Cor r e c t i on a l Ce n t e r . I wi l l be s en d i n g
out a letter, as soon as the Pages can get it printed and handed
out, as a response to the letter that we got from Ms. Reynolds
from MADD . The amendment tha t I pu t on LB 407 by no means
releases any inmate before they have finished their sentence
time. It doe s not change their sentence in any way, shape, or
form. You have to do, by law, and we did not change that law
with my amendment, the time that you were sentenced there for.
You have t o d o h a l f of t he sma l l num b e r t o be el i gi b l e f or
parole, plus whatever time you might lose for good time if
you' re not good. Can't change that. And it sounds as i f we
wanted to release the first 500 inmates, as soon as they get out
the door shut it off, and that's all we wanted to do. That has
nothing to do with it. You have to b e el igible for parole
before you can be paroled. Director Clarke sent a letter to
Ms. Reynolds with a list of a whole bunch of i nmates. I 'm
t ry i n g . . . I t hi nk i t was 70- s ome i nmates . Th i r t y - se ven o f t he m
were not eligible for parole on the l ist t hat he se nt her.
There's no way the Parole Board could parole them if they wanted
to, because they weren't eligible yet. Last year, the state of
Nebraska paroled a little over 800 inmates. Twelve hundred
j ammed. That mea ns t hey got ou t of p r i son a n y way, w i t h o u t
supervision. What I was asking this body to do, and which it
voted to do, was to let 500 of them out a little bit sooner on
parole, they' re already eligible for parole, instead of jamming
them. Bec ause they do better when they have been supervised
than when they are not supervised. T hey leave just as angry,
and most of the time a lot more angry, when they haven't been
paroled. The inmate I told you about that was jammed a week ago
yesterday morning, or two weeks ago yesterday morning now, it
was the day that he had to be released, not eligible for parole.
And I'm not saying he should be paroled, because that inmate has
had some serious problems. But he got out anyway. When he got
to the front gate of the prison, they gave him his s treet
clothes. He ripped off his prison clothes in shreds so they
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