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Medicaid. So it would not be surprising to come back in January
and have to appropriate much of this new money, so-called money
coming in, to pay our Medicaid deficits. We kno w long-term
nursing home care is one of our highest, fastest rising areas,
and we know also that with the economy like it is and the low
return on CDs and all those things that that area is probably
increasing rather rapidly. T hat's something that's hard to
document, but it probably is. So I think that we should not be
eyeing this money as a windfall in any way, shape or form. We
should let it go to the Cash Reserve as it's determined at this
point, let it go into the Medicaid area where it's determined,
as it will, and we can come back next year through the deficit
process or whatever the process we have and allocate it there
properly a s we d etermined at that time, and in the meantime it
will very usefully serve its purposes for backup into cash flow,
covering over the deficits and being used as we have propc.sed up
until now without getting into this whole can of worms, ' ' you
wi l l , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: . . .of where this money should go. Because, I
mean, we all want to go more for higher education. We all want
to go for K-12. We all want to do the income tax. A ll those
kinds of things obviously have their proponents. But if you
want to go into that fight, I think it's the e normous area o f
where should we go. We had this morning on smoking cessation.
So I think we need to think very carefully about upsetting the
balance that we have arrived to at this point and when we have a
pretty good proposal in place for the way this money sho ld be
handled if and when it comes, and it looks like it will come,
but it's still uncertain as to the timing. But I think at a
minimum it's going to be three months and probably a little
longer before it even comes. That puts us halfway to the next
session .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Ti me .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Wehrbein. Speaker Br omm,
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