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four, five. I do see five hands. The question is, shall debate
cease on the Brown amendment, AN1975, to LB 283? All in favor
vote aye, opposed nay. Voting on ceasing debate on the B rown
amendment, AN1975, w h ich is an amendment to LB 283. N otion is
to cease debate. Have you all voted who care to? H ave you all
v oted'? R ec o r d p l e a s e , Nr . Cl e r k .

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays to cease debate, Nr. President.

SENATOR CUDABACK: The mot ion w- ~ successful to cease debate.
Senator Brown, you' re recognized to c lose on you r ame ndment,
AN1975 , t o L B 2 83 .

SENATOR BROWN: Nr . Pr e s i d e n t , me m b e r s , I a g r e e wi t h a l o t o f
w hat has been said. I think that we have to make d e cisions i n
l i gh t o f t h e c i r cums t a n c e s . I t h i n k t h a t we a r e su p p o s e d t o
leave things in fiscally the best circumstance that we c an.
That doesn ' t n e c e s s a r i ly m ean t h a t t he r e i s any g u a r a n t ee . Thi s
amendment does not prohibit a reinstatement by a new group of
i ndiv i d u a l s a n d I ha v e s a i d n o t h i n g a b ou t m is t r u s t i n g t h a t gr o u p
o f i n d i v i d u a l s . I t hi nk t hat t he i r goi ng t hr ou g h t he sam e
process that I have gone through this year is very healthy and
wil l m ake t h em unders t and t h e c h o i c e s an d make t hem be ab l e t o
argue. I can argue this year very strongly that I have done the
right thing and will continue to do the right thing. I believe
that the choices that we' re presented, that there wa s a c lear
answer and I th ink that we have arrived there. I'm not doing
t his t o h i d e , t o say t h at so mehow I ' m not r ai s i ng t axes . I
voted to raise taxes. I will vote to override the veto on the
tax increase. I will vote for the spending plan, which I' ve
already voted for. This is not in any way to say to people that
I 'm not responsible for what I did. I'm proud to say I'm
responsible f o r what I d i d a n d i t w a s o n l y t h r o ugh going t h r ough
the painful process that this year was that I am able to say
that. And I don 't think that I'm doing anything bad to those
people in four years from now to let them go through the process
and figure out what their choices are and figure out what their
priorities are and then fund those priorities. This is not, as
it's been referred to as, an artificial hammer. T hi s i s mo r e
l i k e a f o a m. . . o ne o f t ho se f o am b a t s . I t ' s n o t g o i ng t o ev en
hurt anybody. It' s...it is just an opportunity to revisit all
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