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didn' t hav e to . I t hi nk we mad e o u r j ob mo r e di f f i cu l t a nd I
think we a dd e d t h e cy n i c i s m of t h e pub l i c whe n w e di d i t , an d I
think we p a i d a c os t f o r t ha t in t h e pub l i c ' s be l i e f i n wha t we
do. And to me, that is at least what I meant. T hat's certainly
a s i gn i f i ca n t pa r t o f wha t I mea nt i n t ha t who l e ph r a se .
Senator Tyson said, look, we need to do this to make clear w hat
our motives are and what our motives aren' t. I'm not sure why
S enator Tyson gets to determine our motives. Senator Tyson h a s
been v ot i ng aga i n s t t he t a x i nc r ea s e s . So f or us t o ma k e c l e a r
what the Leg islature's mot ives are, wh ich he does no t
part i c i pat e i n but he w a nt s t o make c r y s ta l c l e a r b y t h e B r own
amendment which he does support, seems to me a little d i fficult
to do. If somebody should define what our motives are, my guess
is it should be Senator Wehrbein and Senator Brashear, Senator
Raikes and myself an d o t her s who have, i n f ac t , p u t u s i n to t h i s
place where we are now, rather than somebody who has not been
supporting it. And, by the way, I'm not so sure our motives can
be reduced to simply one set of things. My guess is our votes
are pretty personal. T hey come from us, our philosophy, our
belief , our t hi n g o f w hat we th i n k i s r i gh t an d w rong, a nd i t ' s
not like there's one set of motives that this body has. W e ' re
49 i nd i v i du a l s who a c t co l l e c t i ve l y whe n w e ge t a ma j or i t y a nd
that doesn't mean that we have one clear mind-set and a s i ngle
motive. Our goals may be different. I th ink our essential
g oals are k eeping th e s h i p o f st a t e af l o a t i n t he b e s t poss i b l e
circumstances it can be, and that is a job that is hard year
after y e ar , a n d t h er e s hould be no d i minut ion j u s t b e cause we' re
going to have a L e g i s l a t ure wi t h o u t t er m l i mi t s . And i f you
aren't offended by this amendment, I am. T he amendment that
I' ve ju s t p u t u p t ha t sa y s , oh , t he L e g i s l a t u re c a n ' t ch a nge ta x
rates n ex t ye a r , c a n ' t l ow e r th e m; we ' ve g o t t o wa i t f or 2 00 7 o r
the year after or the year after. The Legislature was embodied
with the power of the public to do its will on the circumstances
and the conditions they were in. We shouldn't reach out a dead
hand, and this amendment is wrongheaded, but so is the
underlying a mendment. Mr. Clerk, I ask to wit hdraw the
amendment.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Amendment is withdrawn. Back to the Bro wn
amendment i t se l f . Se na t or Lan d i s , d i d y ou wi sh t o . . . t he
quest io n h a s b e e n c al l e d . Do I se e f i v e ha nds ? Two , t hr ee ,
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