
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 2 8 3May 27 , 2 00 3

SENATOR CUDABACK: You may . Mr . Cle rk, read the amendment,
please.

CLERK: Mr . President, S enator La n dis w ou ld mov e to am end
Senator Brown's AM1975 by adding a new section which would read:
Tax ra t e s a s r e f l e c t e d i n t h i s ame n d ment sh a l l n o t b e mo d i f i e d
o r changed p r i o r t o Jan u ar y 1 of 200 7 .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha n k y o u , M r . Cl e r k .

SENATOR LANDIS: Go ose v. Gander, Goose v. Gander. Legis lature
next ye ar can ' t chan g e t h e t ax r at e s . Leg i s l at u r e t h a t ca n ' t
change the tax rates because we' ve got a plan, and the p lan is
to lower the rates in 2007, and no Legislature between now and
then should be able to l ower the tax r ates because this
Legislature decided. S enator Baker said, you know what, we' re
going to have a Legislature in 2007 that's going to b e un der
t erm l i mi t s . By t h e wa y , t h i s on e i s u nd e r t e r m l i mi t s , b u t
that one is going to be under term limits and we' re not going to
have the advantage (laugh) of people with long-term experience,
which is by...I think what the state of Nebraska is waiting for,
aren't they? It 's why it passed. But I think if I get Senator
Baker's argument, he said, I want to hold them acc ountable
because that's a L egislature with term limits. I don't know
what they' re going to be like. Oh, my God, they' re probably
going to be i nfirm because they' re not going to have this
longstanding body of institutional knowledge and we probably
can't trust them and I want to hold them accountable. You know
who holds t h em accountab le ? The p u b l i c , t he vo t er s , t he peopl e
who put them in office, not us. T hat's our job. That's the
voters' job. What we don't do is ~e don't say, you know, the
Legislature in 200 7 is just going to be a little more inferior
t han us b ecause o f t e r m l i m i t s a n d t he y ' r e j u s t n ot goi n g t o b e
able to do their job, and I want to reach out now and hold them
accountable. I did say that this Legislature was tough an d it
d idn ' t h av e to be, it 's true, and I think Senator Brown was
right to take me to task for that, but I' ll tell y ou wha t I
m eant b y i t an d t h a t i s I t h i n k ou r j ob wa s ma d e m uc h m o r e
di f f i cu l t by hav i n g a t t a c hed t h e w o r d 'temporary' to the t ax
increases we did. I think we shot ourselves in the foot and we
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