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t ogethe r and t o r esp o nd t o t he s i t uat i on t h a t t he y s e e f ac i n g .
Income tax rate: Supp ose it made sense for the Legislature to
offer a long-term care credit. Suppose in four years the trend
now of nursing home costs to the state has continued or maybe
even esca l a t ed . Ma y b e i t i s c r i t i ca l l y i mp o r t a n t at t hat po i nt
to try to s hift the burden somehow to citizens to provide for
their own long-term care. So, in effect, you take away the
hammer from that group of, all right, if we drop the rate...we
keep the rate the same unless there's a long-term c are credit.
Al l o f a su d de n , t ha t o p t i o n i s g on e . Su pp o s e i n f ou r y e a r s
other state have, compared to us, either have higher s a les ta x
rates, lower sa les tax rates or something else? We don't know
what t h at i s a n d q u i t e of t e n on e o f t h e s t r o n g d e t e r mi na n t s o f
what we d o , t h e r e st r i c t i o n s i f y o u wi l l , a r e wh a t h ap p e n s i n
other states. We' re making this decision, or purporting to make
t he d e c i s i o n , wi t h o ut a ny o f t h at i n f o r ma t i o n . Do e sn ' t se em t o
me to be wise. The real job of this Legislature is to hand off
the state in fiscally the best possible circumstance we can d o .
In my op inion, that is sticking with the plan that we now have
i n p l a c e . So l e t ' s st i ck wi t h t he de c i s i o n s we ma de ab o u t
eliminating programs. I th ink that's important. It 's been
painful, but I think it's important we stay there. L et's st ick
w ith the dec ision w e mad e about revenues, tax increases. I
t hink they' re absolutely essential. That is the real legacy w e
have for the future, not some reach out provision that prevents
a f u t u r e L eg i s l a t u r e f r om h a v i n g t he f u l l p o l i cy a l t e r n a t i v e s
a vai l a b l e t o t he m t h a t t h e y sh o u l d h av e . Th i s i s an a r t i f i c i a l
hammer. It simply won't work. This is intended to make you or
I feel g o od; n ot to help future Legislatures. I opp ose the
Brown amendment . Tha n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Mr. Clerk, item on the desk?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Landis would move t o amend the
Brown amendment. (FA1393, Legislative Journal page 2038.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: S enator Landis, you' re recognized to open on
your amendment to the Brown amendment.

SENATOR LANDIS: Could I ask the Speaker or the C lerk, ra ther,
to read the amendment?

7772


