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FLOOR DEBATE

May 27 , 2 0 0 3 L B 2 8 3 , 2 8 5 , 3 7 9 , 7 5 9

t hat d i s c u s s i on . Tha n k y o u .

S ENATOR CUDAB A C K :
Synowiecki .

S ENATOR SYNOWIECKI: Tha nk you, Se nator C u daback. Member s ,
f i r s t of a l l , I apo l ogi ze f o r b ei n g o u t w he n I w a s u p , b u " I
rise in opposition to the bracket motion. I want to keep t h ese
alternative p lans alive to LB 759. There is a tax that is
included, a provision in LB 759, that's very difficult for me
and it re l ates back to Senator Stuthman's amendment trying to
get the tax on reconstruction labor out of our revenue package.
It is disproportionate to lower- and moderate-income homeowners,
t here ' s no que s t i o n a b ou t i t . LB 759 , i n i t s pack a ge , e x c l u d e s
taxing new home construction, but leaves in o lder homes and
rehabilitation of older homes, reconstruction tax. And you got
older n e i g hborhoods l i ke I ' v e g o t t hat I r epr es e n t , I l i ve i n
southeast Omaha, p r a c t i ca l l y eve r y h o use i n t he di s t r i c t i s over
80 years old and the entire housing market in my district relies
h eavily on the rehabilitation of old home s an d the
revitalization of the neighborhoods throughout e a stern O m aha,
throughout the o lde r sections of town, re ly heavily on the
rehabilitation of old homes. W e have an alte rnative. It ' s
LB 283 , wh i ch i s t h e u nd e r l y i ng b i l l he r e o n l i q u o r ; L B 28 5 ,
continuation o f LB 1 085 increases; and Sen ator Ha rtnett's
LB 379. Them t hree combined, that package, equals the revenue
t ha t i s av a i l a b l e i n L B 75 9 wi t ho ut t he t a x o n r e c o n s t r u c t i o n
labor. So I want to do everything I ca n to keep these
alternative or secondary revenue package available and alive and
well, because that's the on e I p ref er. It wou ld be very
d i f f i c u l t f or me t o s i gn o f f on a r eve nue p ackage t ha t i nc l u d e s
a tax on labor to rehabilitate old homes. I t's very difficult
for me. And I do want to be part of the solution, as I said on
Select File. When LB 759 passed Select File, I voted no, a s I
voted no throughout the entire process on LB 759, and it's just
because of that one provision, the provision that taxes
reconstruction labor. It 's very difficult for me, for my area
of town, where I represent, and I know it's true for a lot of
others. A lot of us come to this Legislature representing
l ower- t o m o der a t e - i n c ome homeowners t ha t l i ve i n o l de r home s
that want to be able to rehabilitate, and this just provides a

Senato rThank y ou , Sen a t o r Be u t l e r .
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