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several things that we have done this year that hopefully will
make our tax policy more suited to the economy. We' re looking
at some ways to deal with the Internet sales, we' ve broadened
the base. But the most important factor as far as I'm concerned
is that four years out will be the first year of the new group
of senators. There will...term limits will have kicked in. I
think that there will be about 21 of us that will be gone in one
f el l s w oop . I bel i eve t h a t i t shou l d b e p a in f u l t o r a i se t axe s .
It should be just as painful to raise taxes as it is to make the
cuts. I was convinced this year that the cuts that we were
l ooking a t n o t on l y w e r e s o pa i nf u l bu t t hey a l so wer e not
anything that was structural. We w eren't looking at making
changes. We were just...we were just skimming a little bit off
of everyone, n o mat ter wha t ...whether that was a priority or
n ot . Th e o n l y wa y t h a t I b e l i e v e t h at we g e t a t s ome o f t h e
structural changes that we need to make is if the money is not
easily available. Senator Bromm, during the first time that we
talked about this amendment, said that he would rather have the
money for property taxes, and I think most of us would. But as
a part of that who le d iscussion, I want to know where we' re
g oin g I s i t on e - t h i r d , o n e - t h i r d , on e - t h i r d ? Th en I t h i n k
t ha t we n e e d t o h a v e t ha t d i sc u ss i o n . And i f i t i s o n e - t h i r d ,
one-third, one-third, then what i s the stru cture t hat we ' re
g oing t o op e r a t e un d e r ?

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR BROWN : I am much more compelled then at that time to
look at a major broadening of the base, something l ike Senator
Redfield proposed t hat takes away exemptions, because some of
the rationale for those exemptions has to do with the l e vel of
property taxes that are paid by certain segments of our economy.
And so those are the kinds of discussions that we need to have
a nd t h e on l y w ay w e h a v e t h em i s i f t h e mo n e y i s n ' t j u st e a s i l y
avai l a b l e . An d bo t t om l i n e , I b e l i ev e t h a t we ar e cu st od i an s o f
t hat m o n ey . I t i s not t he st at e ' s m o ney , w e a r e c u s t o d i an s o f
it, and so w e have to be ma king every dec ision very
deliberatively about when we' re going to raise taxes, when we' re
going t o l owe r t ax e s , h o w we ' re g o i n g t o . . .

SPEAKER BROMM: T ime .
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