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said LB 672. I want to say LB 692 as the bill that, in e ffect,
c rea te d t h e d i vv y o f t he t o b a c co se t t l e m e n t f u n d s . Th e r e wa s an
arrangement made whereby money was taken off the top out of the
t obacco settlement monies before it ever w ent in t o the trus t
fund to b e d istributed, $7 million a year for three years, and
t hat w e n t i n t o a f u nd t h a t . ..I can't remember the name o f the
f und , b u t o n e o f t he p r og r ams wi t h i n t h a t f u nd wa s sm o k i n g
cessation. There were some other things and maybe part of the
money w as sp en t on t h a t . I d o n ' t kn o w t ha t . Th e r e was , i n
a ddition, a teen smoking program that wa s a pa rt o f LB 14 3 6
t hat , ag a i n , wa s f u n d e d f o r a sh o r t t i me , b u t i t t o o h a s en d e d .
But the point is that with the smoking cessation the three years
ended last year so that there is no funding in place this year
for t hat p r og r am . So fo r u s t o a l l ocat e mo ney to i t now w o u ld
b e, i n e f f e c t , c r e a t i n g a n ew p r o g r a m a t t h i s s t a t e i n t i me ,
which I su sp e c t i s some t h i n g t h a t a l o t o f yo u ha v e co n ce r n s
about . Now I wi l l sa y t h a t I am c o nv i n ce d b y t he a r g ume n t s
presented by thos e in volved in the smoking cessation program.
They make the claim that they have been very e ffective an d it
seems to me that those cla ims are true, that they have been
ef f e c t i v e . My p o i n t i s t h a t we n ow co l l e c t ov e r . . . t h r ou g h
smoking, i f you w il l , c igarette t a xes of 64 cents a pack at
about a million dollars a c ent o r a littl e ove r a m illion
dollars a cen t, p l us the tobacco settlement funds. The state
brings in something on the order of 110 or 15 million dollars a
year, something like that, related to smoking. It is the job, I
think, now for the Legislature to face that squarely and say,
o kay, w e n e e d t o r e l o o k t h e a l l o c a t i o n o f t ha t $ 1 1 0 mi l l i o n
worth of funds. It probably is totally reasonable that part of
t hat money go i n t o p r o g r ams fo r s mok ing c e s s a t i o n , b ut I don ' t
agree with t he notion that, well, gee, we made an arrangement
b ack i n t h e p a s t we ' r e n o t g o i n g t o d i st u r b a ny t h i n g so t h e on l y
way we can fund this program is either to raise cigarette taxes
o r t o t a k e mo n e y o ut o f t h e Ge n e r a l Fu n d . I s i mp l y d o n ' t t h i n k
t ha t ' s ap p r op r i a t e . So I ' m n o t g o i n g t o su p p o r t t h i s a me n dment ,
e ven though I am one who, I guess, is certainly convinced by a t
least some of the arg uments o f the e ffectiveness of these
programs . I j u s t s i mp l y do n ' t t h i n k r a i s i n g t h e c i g a r e t t e t a x
a t t h i s t i m e i s t he r i ght w a y t o g et t he m o ney . Tha n k y o u .

S PEAKER BROM M : Thank you, Se nator Raikes . (V isitors
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