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earmarking funds. This, though, requires a tax increase before
you can earmark them, another three cents per pack. If it was
u p to me , I wo u l d d o a way w i t h a l l t he t obac c o t ax earm a r k s .
They' ve built the coliseum up here, the Devaney Center, they' ve
buil t t hi s , w h o k n ows w h a t e l se t hey ' v e supp o r t e d ove r t he
years. We' ve piled these things onto the smokers. It's time we
stop. It' s not that I'm against a tobacco cessation program.
I f i t ' s t hat i mp o r t a n t t h e y c a n c ome back and f i nd f undi ng ou t
of another method other than piling on another 3 cents onto the
tobacco users. I' ve never smoked; don't intend to start. T his
doesn' t a f f e c t me per so n a l l y at a l l . I have hea r d f r o m s ome
former smokers that said they had addressed this issue, the
smoking cessation program, and considered it a bit of a joke.
I t wa s p r e s s t h i s b u t t o n i f y o u wa n t t o d o t h i s or t h a t , an d I ' m
not sure what all the procedure was, but I heard from a couple
people that I know well and they have quit smoking. They both
made the comnent, you' re going to have to w ant to do it
yourse l f , a n d i f you w a n t t o do i t your sel f y ou ca n q u i t wi t hou t
help. Maybe they' re more strong willed than some of the other
people that are currently smokers. But al so i n Revenue
Commit t e e , we ' v e h ad t e s t i mo ny f r om I t h i n k t wo t o b a c c o
distributors, border, based in Nebraska, that showed us or told
us about th eir to bacco sa les and the redistribution of their
product after we increased the tax last time. T hey were into
Iowa. Now their volume stayed basically the same, but their
destination, their distribution, was different. The ir v olume
was simply sh ifted i nto Iowa and not delivered into Nebraska.
So you' ve got to believe that these people, they didn't make a
big issue of the tax. They just said we' re going to continue to
sel l mor e o f t he s e t o b a cco p r o duct s o u t s t a t e t he hi g h e r w e r a i se
our taxes in Nebraska. So I also, as I said, rise in opposition
to the amendment. I think it's time we stop earmarking funds,
i n t h i s ca s e a n e w t a x a n d e a rmark in g i t on t op of t hat , so I
would hope that we could vote red on the amendment. Thank you.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Baker. Senator Raikes.

SENATOR RA IKES: T h ank you, Mr. Speaker, members. I oppose the
Thompson amendment as well. This has been discussed before, but
this...sort of a curious arrangement that brought about the
program that is in p l ace now. B ack when...and Senator Bourne
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