
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 596 , 6 08 A , 6 08M ay 27 , 2 0 0 3

would help us project costs for our purposes by our tax
incen t i v e pr og r a m s . Dr . Ch o i s s l a t ed t o b e i n a s l o t t ha t wi l l
be c h a nged o ut f r om und e r t he L e g is l at i v e C o unc i l . We ' l l be
l os i n g h i s se r v i c e s . Th i s wou l d a l l ow u s t o mo ve t h a t k i n d o f a
slot, if you will, over to th e Rev enue De partment, and it ' s
possible that we ' d be ab le to retain his services. So there
would b e t h r e e F TE a t a c o st o f $ 1 08 , 0 0 0 t h i s comi ng y ea r a nd
$172,000 in 2005 for those th ree spo ts. For th e federal
consistency act for LB 596, the one t h at allowed u s to save
someplace between 90 and 160 to 180 million dollars of state
revenue by changing our definitions and creating add-backs under
state law, we' re going to need tw o revenue op erations c lerks
there, first a Reve nue Op erations C lerk II an d a Ta xpayer
Services Specialist II, and that w ill co s t $64 ,000 in 2 004,
$65,000 in 2005. U nderstand that these two bills represent the
rura l t i e r f o r e c o no mi c de v e l o pm e nt a nd t h e n t he f e d e r a l
add-back provision, which are very significant pieces of revenue
policy and do r equire new personnel to do that work. The sum
total actually winds up being an amendment to lower the A b i ll.
This ame n d men t wi l l wi n d u p l o we r i n g t he A b i l l of L B 6 08 b y
$ 113,000 , a n d t h e r e a s o n i s t h e o r i g i n a l A b i l l wa s $ 11 5 , 00 0 ,
2 004; $ 2 8 5 , 000 , 2 0 0 5 . The ame n de d b i l l l o we r s t h a t b y $7 , 0 0 0 i n
the first year, and lowers it ~y $113,000 in the second year.
So this amendment w h ich re duces th e A b i l l of LB 6 08 bu t
basically spends the money for LB 608 and for LB 596 I would ask
t he a d o p t i o n f o r . Th an k y o u .

SENATOR VRTISKA PRESIDING

SENATOR VRTISKA: On the Landis amendment, Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEU T LER: Senator Vrti ska a nd mem bers o f the
L egis l a t u r e , S e n a to r L a n d i s , I j u st wan t e d t o a s k y o u a q u e s t i o n
that perhaps you won 't fa irly be able to answer at this
par t i c u l a r p o i n t i n t i me . Bu t j u s t o n Fr i da y o f l a s t we ek wa s
the first chance we had to get any information on th e new tax
st i mu lu s b i l l a s i t c ame o u t o f t h e Co n f e r e n c e C o mmi t t e e a t t he
federal level, and there's been some discussion o f the Ne lson
amendment that sends money down to the states. There are also
other p r ov i s i on s o f t he b i l l , o bv i ou s l y , r e l a t i ng t o f ed e r a l t ax
policy and I know, before the final version was passed, that the
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