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t hose t h o u g h t s . Th i s b i l l i s a t t emp t i n g t o g e t a t co nd u c t , bu t
I s t i l l hav e a di f f i cu l t y . And t hen h e g e t s i n t o a hyp o t h e t i c a l
and I' ll pursue that. He say s : Let's say that there's an
obvious racist. He's a skinhead. He's got racial slurs against
black people written on his shirt and h e 's g ot the swas tika.
And Senator Beutler and I a r e s tanding side by side, so he
smashes me in the head with a bri c k and he sma s hes Senator
Beutler in the head with a brick. Somebody will say, well, the
bill says that's a hate crime if th e per son is a tta cked for
associa t i n g wi t h anot h e r pe r so n , i s at t ack e d b e c ause o f t hat
other person's race, religion, or whatever, and th e chain can
l eng t he n ou t . Bu t Se na t o r Be u t l e r i s n o l e s s h u r t , a s a wh i t e
man, than I am. Now it's difficult to d iscuss this b ill for
most people, but it's not difficult for me because I know what
my view is. These kinds of bill require at some p o int get ting
i nt o an i nd i v i dua l ' s mi nd , gat her i ng up s t at em e nt s w h i c h a
person may have made and which a person has a right, u nder t he
Fi rs t Ame nd m e nt , t o mak e i f t h ey ' r e n o t f i g h t i ng wo r d s ,
obscen i t i e s a n d so m e o f t he s e t h i ng s t h a t t h e c o u r t s h av e sa i d
society can regulate to some extent. If they' re not those kinds
o f wo r d s t he n t h e y sh ou l dn ' t b e u se f u l t o c on v i c t s om e b od y o f a
crime, but under this bill they could. How is a j udge to
determine why a person did something to another individual? You
look at prior conduct, and sometimes that's going to involve
words. and I opposed...I'm opposed to words being used as a
basis for a crime or to enhance a crime. Is Senator Brashear on
the floor at this point?

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Brashear? Y es . Se nator Brashear, would
y ou y i e l d , p l ea s e ? A n d t he r e i s one m i n u t e .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Ye s , Nr . Sp e a k e r .

SENATOR FOLEY : Thank you, Senator Brashear. I know you were
engaged in a conversation and I won't repeat everything I just
s aid , t ha t y o u m a y ha v e b e e n d i st r a ct ed , . . .

SENATOR BRASHEAR: I ' m so r r y .

SENATOR FOLE Y : ...but the essential a rgument that Senator
Chambers made in 1997 is that these kinds of bills r equire, at
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