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that it 's a
Is that accurate

Legislature, have made a po licy decision
particularly heinous or bad crime on society.
a s we l l ?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: That's correct, and we enhance the p enalties
in order to make a public policy statement that we will punish
m ore. . .

SENATOR BOURNE: Exactly.

SENATOR BRASHEAR:
f act .

SENATOR BOURNE: G reat. T h ank you, Senator Brashear. Again, I
rise in support of the amendment and the underlying bill. We
have made a policy decision in this state, back in 1997, that we
were not going to t olerate or we were going to enhance the
penalties for those people who comaitted a c rime because of
hate . Th a t se ems t o b e a r ea s o nabl e p o l i c y . I don ' t t hi nk t hat
we need to condone hatred of any kind towards any person here in
this state.

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR BOURNE : Again , I just wanted to make sure that the
record is clear and everybody understands that you have to look
a t t he st at e of mi n d . I f you don ' t l ook at t he s t a t e o f mi n d ,
you can never have a murder conviction. You have to do that.
Senator Brashear, I appreciate your diligence in reviewing these
court cases and changing our law here in Nebraska in response to
these cases. I, again, support both the amendment and the bill.

SPEAKER BRONN : Thank you, Senator Bourne. Senator Chambers,
f o l l owed by Senato r F o l e y .

SENATOR CHANBERS: I' ll waive off for now, Nr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Foley.

SENATOR FOLEY: Tha nk you, Nr. Speaker. I wond~ r if I can
continue my conversation with Senator Brashear.
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