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SENATOR FOLEY: F air enough. Pair enough. A further question,
i f I m ig h t . As I was s t at i ng . . . a n d I don ' t know i f you we r e
listening because I know you were engaged in conv~ rsation...

SENATOR BRASHEAR: I was trying to do two things at once.

SENATOR POLEY : Yeah , you were engaged. W e ll, let me just, I
won't be ov e r l y r edu n dant, bu t I was say i n g t ha t my d i f f i cu l t y
w ith ha t e c r i m e s i s n ot t hat w e w o u l d i nc a r c e r a t e s omebody f o r
conanitt i n g a h e in ou s a c t . We sh o u l d . But I t r i p up on ha t e
crimes because it seems to me we' re trying to extend their stay
in prison because we don't like what they we r e th i nking wh en
t hey co mmi t t e d t he c r i m e. Am I bei ng f a i r t o t he ha t e c r i m e s
concept?

SENATOR BRASHEAR: Senator Poley, you' re articulating one point
of view, but I think it is a much...I have become convinced over
time it is a much broader public policy question. What the hate
crimes statute amounts to is a statement of public policy by the
people o f t he s t a t e o f N e b r a ska t h a t w hen a c r i m e i s , . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR BR A S HEAR : ...beyond a reasonable doubt, motivated ty
t hese p a r t i cu l a r mo t i v a t i o n s , t h en we m u s t s t a nd u n i t ed ag a i n s t
that mot'vation. We understand there will be crimes of passion
and there are always crimes of passion, but these motivations.
if proven beyond a reasonable doubt, are even more loathsome and
more unacceptable, and there has to be a public policy statement
against t h em . I d i dn ' t me a n t o t a k e t o o much o f you r t i me .

SENATOR POLEY : No , t h a t ' s f i ne . Th a t ' s f i n e . We ' v e g o t t i me .
(Laugh) I . . .obv i o u s l y , anyo n e w ho con I n i t s a c r i me aga i ns t
another person because of their religion, because of their sex,
because they don't like the way that they engage in sex, any of
those kinds are obviously those...people who commit those kinds
of crimes ought to be put in prison, slam dunk, no quarrel, no
q uest i o n , n o a r g u m e nt . Th a t ' s n o t my d i f f i cu l t y . I ' m ha v i n g t he
same difficulty t hat Senators C hambers, L a ndis and Beutler
h ad. . .
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