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can most economically and feasibly supply the electric service
resulting from the proposed construction or acquisition, without
unnecessar i l y dup l i cat i on o f f ac i l i t i es or oper at i on s . The
words 'to serve most economically' have become "he primary focus
as the Power Review Board has begun receiving applications for
renewable energy projects and emergency technology research
p rojec t s . The bo a r d b e l i e v e s t h a t so me sor t of b al anc i n g t e s t
is needed through which they could approve renewable energy and
r esearch projects, despite the fact that they may not be th e
most economically feasible method of generating electricity. In
my o r i g i n a l bi l l , my app r o ach was t o s a y t h a t so me bene f i t s t o
the public would outweigh the need for the most economic and
f easib l e s u p p l y o f el ec t r i c ser v i c e . I t hen def i n e d i n t he bi l l
t he b e n e f i t s t o i n c l ude s u c h t hi n g s a s r e d u c t i o n o f pol l ut i on
emissions , n o i m p a i r ment t o st a t e w a t e r s , n o N e d i c a i d c o s ts due
to emissions from the proposed facility, and stability of fuel
c osts , t o n a me a f e w . Ny t hou gh t wa s t h a t p u b l i c be n e f i t s w o u l d
include avoided cost to taxpayers, as well as avoiding other
health and econo mic co nsequences. These a r e k no wn a s
externalities. But at the hearing, utilities came i n with an
a mendment wh i c h r ep l a ce d t h e b i l l , an d wh i c h t oo k a n o t h e r
approach to the problem. This approach exempted applicants from
the whole process of going before the Power Review Board for
a pprova l i f i t wer e an app l i ca nt f or a r enew a b l e e n e r g y ,
emerging technology, or research project which was 10 megawatts
or fewer. I agreed to this approach, which became the committee
a mendment. Bu t af t er t h i s was ad v anced by t h e c ommi t t ee , w e
became aware of some concerns expressed by members of the Power
Review Board. The board members felt that the exemption eroded
some of the main purposes of the board, which are to provide a
statewide over v i e w of gener at i o n p ro j e c t s , a n d t o p r ot e c t t he
low cost of power available in Nebraska. The ir s taff worked
with the utilities and worked out the language that is before us
t oday i n AN1 7 68 . Tha t AN i s d r a f t e d t o t h e co m m i t t e e am e ndment .
So with the body's approval, we can adopt the committee
amendment, withdraw two pending amendments, then adopt AN1768,
which we have all agreed on i n t he discussions Senator
Schrock, as the committee Chair, wasn't able to a ttend the
c ommit t e e h e a r i ng . So, a l t h o u gh h e h a s t h e c ommi t t e e
amendments , t h ey we r e r ea l l y ame n dment s f r om t he u t i l i t i e s . He
will now be able to introduce those committee amendments. But

7668


