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m echanisms a l r e a dy . We a l r ead y o f f e r a m e chanism withi n t h e
state, although maybe it's not widely advertised enough. But
t hat could be r emedied . Na ybe t ha t s h ould be p ar t o f t hi s b i l l .
Again, the federal government has implemented a program, under
pressure from the various states, to do this. You know, the
federal government is giving this big tax break. And we have a
senator who asked for some tax breaks, or some money to go back
to the states, which, to me, actually kind of makes sense. But
in a sen se, is n't that kind of what we' re doing here. We' re
saying to the federal government, all right, provide this
service for us. We' ll take it. What's wrong with that? W hat' s
wrong with saying to our citizens, hey, we solved the problem,
and guess what? Better news yet, it didn't cost you any money.
because the federal government set up this program. And again,
I want to reiterate this, that 24 states had a dopted st atewide
do not ca ll lis t s prior to the advent of the fede ral
regulations, and none have done it since. As a matter of fact,
three states...one of the largest states in the country...have
a ctua l l y ba c k e d a way f r o m t h e i r l eg i s l at i on t o wa i t a nd s ee w h a t
the federal government's rules are going to do, and what e f fect
they m ay ha v e . Se na t or Ba k e r t a l k s a bo u t , we l l , t hi s doe s n ' t
impact intrastate calls. Well, the rule-making process is still
going on. Naybe there's an option for us to...for Senator Baker
or Senator Smith to petition the FTC or the FCC to m ake that
part of their rules. I don't know. And I don't even know if
that's accurate. But I guess even if they' re not included, so
what? Tho se people are our citizens. Those are our brothers,
our sisters, our family members, our neighbors, that have jobs
here. W hat one of you in here wouldn't be absolutely delighted
to have some form of a call center come to your district? We
put a call district...a call center up in Senator Cunningham's
distr i c t . No w , t ha t ' s a n i n c oming cal l c e n t e r. I 'm n ot t r y i ng
to say it ' s dif ferent. But that put thirty-some jobs in a
community of 600 people. Nan, what a boost to that community.
And when we talk about, let's shut down intrastate calls, we' re
shutt i n g dow n a n i ndust r y . Now, I don ' t k now i f t he
T ranspor t a t i o n a nd Te l e com nuni c a t i o n s Comm i t t e e ha d a ny
t estimony about what happens to t h e j o b s t h a t t h i s b i l l i s goi n g
to drive out of our state. But it ca nnot be i nsignificant
C ommunities ar e c l a moring fo r t h ese c a l l ce n t e r s . I know one o f
them closed out in Gering or Scottsbluff. And that was a.
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