
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OP THE L EG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 74 3M ay 21 , 2 0 0 3

as I i n d i ca t ed t o y ou ea r l i e r , mo s t o f t h e s e ame n d ments wi l l be
withdrawn. We' ve shared some ideas. I don't want to overburden
the bill. I want it to work on whatever level you all think it
can work . Bu t t h i s amen d ment I t h i n k i s a n i mp o r t a n t a sp e c t o f
it all . A s you reca ll, I just described to you that calls
within the state, which is the area...is the on l y area, t hat
that's the purpose of this bill is to deal with calls within the
state. Othe r wise, you wouldn't need the bill. But as far as
calls originating in the state are con cerned, t here is an
exemption in this bill for all state licensees. In other words,
all those va rious pr ofessions i n the state who might make a
call, whether it's realtors or insurance a gents or ban k s or
affiliates of banks or doctors, nu rse ...health care
professionals of one type or another, everybody who is licensed
b y t he s t a t e i n a n y way i s e xem p t e d f r om t h e b i l l . An d I do n ' t
think that's what the public wants. I don't think it matters to
t he p u b l i c whe t h er t h e ca l l i s c omi ng f r o m ou t s i de t he s t a t e o r
inside the sta te, and I don't think it matters if it's coming
f rom somebody who i s lic ensed o r whether it ' s co m ing fr om
somebody who is not licensed. Electricians are licensed. Lots
and lots of different people are licensed. So if you allow an
exemption for all those who are licensed, you' re going to allow
a very large number of people to continue making calls to
consumers, and I do n't think, from my experience with AARP and
from what I' ve heard f rom my cons tituents, t hat that's an
exemption they wo uld want . So this a mendment strikes that
exemption and suggests that you treat everybody who makes a call
within the state the same. You ...and t here ar e, o f cou r se,
exemptions based on business r e lationships and experiences.
There are exemptions based on the fact that y ou ind icated to
people in one way or another that you wanted them to call. You
e xpressed interest in a p roduct. You actua lly as ked them ,
called or gave them permission to call, or responded to written
material. Th ere are a whole number of ways i n wh ich licensed
people can ha ve an avenue to call you, but they shouldn't have
the blanket exemption. And the bill currently has that b lanket
exemption and I don 't think there is any justification for
treating somebody that's licensed differently from somebody wh o
is not li censed wi thin the state, and would recoamend to you
that you do away with that particular exemption. Thank you.
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